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SHOULD BE 
OUR MAIN 
CONCERN ! 
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STEP TO PEACE 


“The last great struggle revealed not only the horrid and squalid aspects of war but 
its muddles; its futilities; its chanciness; its precariousness; its wastefulness of the lives, the 
treasure and the virtues of mankind—all that demonstrates the supreme stupidity of com- 
mitting to such a brutal and blunder-headed tribunal as War the determination of issues 
upon which the happiness and progress of humanity so largely depend. 


“When all the people that on earth do dwell are gladly scraping the butter off their 
own and their children’s bread in order to keep the god of war fit and sleek, it is necessary 
to show them clearly what a fool he really is.” 


Thus Mr. Lloyd George, in the Preface to his Memoirs. 


If we are not once again to commit the folly of war we must, argues Lord 
Ponsonby below, think out our very next step to peace. 


“The mists of the future we cannot 
penetrate...” hesays. “ What is going 


By... Lord 
PONSONBY 


EVEN now people are failing to realize 
that the present world situation is not 
just a recurrence of a serious international 
dispute, net only an example of one war 
leading to another, not purely the outcome 
of a punitive treaty, not a case of history 
repeating itself for which inadequate his- 
torical analogies can be quoted, not a series 
of instances of unprovoked aggression, not 
even an inevitable consequence of rival 
imperialisms nor tne direct result of faulty 
economic organization. Some may be satis- 
fied by calling it a challenge to democracy 
by dictatorship. 


It may be all these things; and those who 
trace it to the source they point to are 
strenuous advocates of some particular 
remedy which they press with vehemence 
as against the remedies suggested by other 
people. 


But there are several new factors. Never 
in the world’s history has preparation for 
war continued for so long, never before 
has preparation for war been undertaken 
with full knowledge that the colossal ex- 
penditure to furnish the services with the 
latest diabolical weapons of destruction 
will lead for certain to the massacre of 
scores of thousands of innocent people in 
their own homes. Never before have lead- 
ing statesmen given the warning that 
another war will destroy such civilization 
as we have reached. 
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to happen tomorrow is not only our 
immediate concern but our next bit of 
work.” 


Yet we go on, pay up, acquiesce, see our 
liberties going and our hopes of social 
betterment gradually being frustrated. Be 
it said, however, that this unprecedented 
situation and the growing apprehension of 
what is assumed by some to be an inevit- 
able explosion is making men think, and 
they are turning their attention to various 
methods in order to free the world from 
this hideous menace. 


We in the Peace Pledge Union definitely 
refuse to participate or help-in this bar- 
baric and futile method of attempting to 
settle international disputes. Others de- 
clare that while we should never attack 
other nations we must defend ourselves if 
they attack us. 


Some place their hope in an alliance of 
peace-loving nations against those con- 
demned as aggressors; some work for a re- 
construction of the League of Nations, and 
some believe in a Court of Equity for the 
maintenance of International Law with an 
international police force attached to it. 


A federal union of nations in order to 
get rid of the dangers of excessive nation- 
alism an ideal which is appealing to many. 
The “liquidation” of imperialism seems 
imperative; and we believe in Disarmament 
by Example. 


These suggestions formulated by various 
societies by no means cover the whole 
ground. But they suffice to show how 
strongly people are feeling that the pre- 
sent situation is intolerable. 


The Way Forward 


Whatever the cause may be, and, of 
course, there is no single cause, after fifty 
years of the most astonishing change in the 
habits, customs, outlook, knowledge, occu- 
pation, productive capacity and indeed the 
whole life of man through undreamed-of 
discoveries and inventions, it would not be 
extravagant to conclude that similarly 
drastic changes are destined to take place 
in the very organization of humanity, in 
the continued existence on the old familiar 
lines of frontier-bound nations and in in- 
tercourse between governments, since the 


(Continued on page 7) 
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“Our Name Makes News” 
Se ene ee ee, 


That Pro-German 
Jibe Again ! 


By the Plain Man 


UAJILLIAM HICKEY, writer of the feature 

VV «These Names Make News” in the 
Daily Express, attacked Peace News on 
Monday for being pro-Nazi. 


He singled out my own contribution for 
special mention; I am honoured. As a 
Plain Man, I like to read Hickey; he 
writes for plain men. But I did not expect 
such fame. 


But when he includes Peace News among 
the papers which, under harmless guises, 
are directly or indirectly helping the Nazis, 
it would be churlish not to repay the 
interest he has shown. 


“Pro-German” is no new cry; it was 
used of those clear-sighted ones who spoke 
in favour of “ peace by negotiation” while 
the Great War raged. “Traitor” was 
another epithet hurled at them. 


But they were few, and the nation 
heeded them not. The War dragged on 
through more years of blood and misery 
and hatred .. . hatred that showed itself in 
the Versailles Treaty. And Versailles 


(Continued on page 12) 


PEACE AIMS AND 
INTENTIONS: 


National Congress Declaration 


held in Friends House last weekend, the following “declara- 


A T the concluding session of the National Peace Congress 


tion of peace aims and intentions” was adopted: 


"THE 29th National Peace Congress 

affirms the essential solidarity 
between the British and German 
peoples (as between the common 
peoples everywhere) in preventing 
the catastrophe of war and in pro- 
moting the economic security and 
well-being of all nations. 

The Congress, recognizing the ex- 
ceptional responsibilities placed upon 
the British Empire of making con- 
crete contributions to the realization 
of such a new international order 
and, in particular, the importance of 
giving precision to the repeated 
assurances of British statesmen that 


this country and the Empire do not 


stand in the way of the legitimate 
aspirations of any nation, urges the 
British Government (so far as is 
necessary in consultation with the 
Dominions) to address at the earliest 
moment a note to all Governments 
announcing its intention itself. 


1. To reconsider the revision of the 
Ottawa Agreement in consultation with the 
Dominions, with a view to the stimulation 
of world trade and the negotiation of freer 
trading agreements with all who are pre- 
pared to join: 

2. to take the initiative in securing an 
international inquiry into the question of 
Taw materials with a view to a convention 
assuring equality of access for peaceful 
purposes: 

3. to develop the movement for self- 
government and full political freedom in 
all British dependencies and to place any 
territories not immediately ripe for auto- 
nomy under a strengthened mandatory 
system, introducing new and compre- 
hensive measures for encouraging progress 
towards self-government and inviting in 
the meantime nationals of other countries 
to join in the administration: 

4. to do all in its power to expedite 
the process of achieving real self-govern- 
ment and an agreed scheme of federation 
in India in consultation with responsible 


Indian leaders: 

5. to appoint in conjunction with the 
Dominions an inter-Imperial judicial com- 
mission to examine the problems involved 
in the participation of British countries in 
a federal organization of States and to 
make recommendations: 


and its readiness 


6. to join in a conference (including 
representatives of the native peoples) to 
fashion a new co-operative system for the 
development of the resources of all de- 
pendent territories with primary regard 
for the democratic right of all the inhabit- 
ants: 

7. to participate in an international 
economic constituent assembly, having as 
its purposes the adoption of a statement of 
common social principles for all who took 
part, and the setting up of a permanent 
and autonomous International Economic 
and Industrial organization entrusted with 
the carrying-out of measures to raise 
standards of living, to increase the pro- 
ductivity of “backward” areas, and to 
supervise arrangements affecting supplies 
of essential materials: 

8. to join in an international inquiry 
into the problems of federation with a view 
to the early establishment of a Federal 
union of countries over as wide an area 
as possible: 

9. to join in a stand-still agreement of 
re-armament pending and during these 
discussions, and to negotiate a new agree- 
ment progressively, but drastically reduc- 
tng armed forces and war preparation of 
all kinds 


The Congress believes that the 
crucial importance of consolidating 
the attitude of the peoples of the 
dictatorship States on the side of 
peace requires that such an initiative 
should be taken at the earliest 
moment and commends to all the 
organizations represented in the Con- 
gress and the peace and progressive 
movement generally, the necessity for 
a concerted campaign to secure action 
in these directions by the British 
Government. 


[Full Report—pp 7 and 11] 
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How Invasion Would Ruin 
the Invader 


66 


The question is often asked. 


UT wouldn't pacifism invite invasion ?” 


No pacifist spokesmen 


would deny that a defenceless Britain might be invaded— 
and Bertrand Russell showed, in Peace News two weeks ago, how 
such an invasion could be thwarted by non-violent resistance. 


Sir Norman Angell, in his classic work, The Great Illusion, 


dismisses the invasion argument as an economist. 


_ruin the invader, he argues. 


Invasion would 


The Great Illusion is now available in the Penguin series, 


price 6d. ‘ 


By SIR NORMAN ANGELL 


[N the Roman times—indeed, in cll the 

ancient world—it was true that the con- 
quest of a territory meant a_ tangible 
advantage to the conqueror; it meant the 
exploitation of the conquered territory by 
the conquering State itself to the advan- 
tage of that State and its citizens. It not 
infrequently meant the enslavement of the 
conquered people and the acquisition of 
wealth in the form of slaves as a direct 
result of the conquering war. 


In medieval times a war of conquest 
meant at least immediate tangible booty 
in the shape of movable property, actual 
gold and silver, land parcelled out among 
the chiefs of the conquering nation, as took 
place at the Norman Conquest, and so 
forth. 


At a later period conquest at least in- 
volved an advantage to the reigning house 
of the conquering nation, and it was mainly 
the squabbles of rival sovereigns for pres- 
tige and power which precipitated the wars 
of such period. 


At a still later period civilization, as a 
whole—not necessarily the conquering 
nation—gained (sometimes) by the con- 
quest of savage peoples in that order was 
substituted for disorder. 


In the period of the colonization of 
newly-discovered land the pre-emption of 
such territory by one particular nation 
secured an advantage for the citizens of 
that nation in that its overflowing popula- 
tion found homes in conditions that were 
preferable to the social or political con- 
ditions imposed’ by alien nations. 


BUT NONE OF THESE CONDITIONS 
IS PART OF THE PROBLEM THAT WE 
ARE CONSIDERING. 


We are concerned with the case of fully 
civilized nations in fully occupied territory, 
and the fact of conquering such territory 
gives to,the conqueror no material advan- 
tage which he could not have had without 
conquest. 


How have conditions so changed that 
terms which were applicable to the ancient 
world—in one sense at least to the 
medizyal world, and in another sense still 
to the world of that political: renaissance 
which gave’ to Great Britain its Empire— 
are no longer applicable in any sense to 
the conditions of the world as we find them 
today? 


How has it become impossible for one 
nation to take by conquest the wealth of 
another for the benefit of the people of 
the conqueror? 


How is it that we are confronted by the 
absurdity (which the facts of our own 
Empire go to prove) of the conquering 
people being able to exact from conquered 
territory rather less than more advantage 
than it-was able to do before the conquest 
took place? 


The cause of this profound change, largely 
the work of the last fifty years, is due 
macainly to the complex financial interde- 
pendence of the capitals of the world, a 
condition in which disturbance in New 
York involves financial and commercial 
disturbance in London, and, if sufficiently 
grave, compels financiers of London to co- 
cp2rate with those of New York to put an 
end to the crisis, not as a matter of 
altruism, but as a matter of commercial 
se'f-protectign. 


* * 


cellars of the Bank of England, and carry- 
ing off the foundations of our whole National 
fortune, perhaps the twaddlers who are now 
screaming about the wastefulness of build- 
ing- four more Dreadnoughts will understand 
why sane men are regarding this opposition as 
treasonable nonsense.” 

Let us consider quite soberly for a 
moment, what would be the result of such 
an action on the part of a German army in 
London. 


The first effect, of course, would be that, 
as the Bank of England is the banker of 
all other banks, every bank would suspend 
specie payment; our money would become 
paper money, no-one knowing what it 
would be worth a week hence. Very 
probably there would be a run on every 
bank in England, and all would suspend 
payment. 


But London being the clearing-house of 


the world, bills drawn thereon, but held 
by foreigners, would not be met; the loan- 
able value of money in foreign centres 
would be enormously depreciated; prices 
of all kinds of stocks would fall, and 
holders would be threatened by ruin and 
insolvency. 


German finance would represent a con- 
gition as chaotic as that of Great Britain. 
Whatever advantage German credit might 
gain by holding Britain’s gold it would 
certainly be more than offset by the fact 
that it was the ruthless action of the Ger- 
man Government that had produced the 
general catastrophe. 


A country that could sack bank reserves 
would be a good one for foreign investors 
to avoid. The essential of credit is con- 
fidence, and those who repudiate it pay 
dearly for their action. 


The German Generalissimo in London 
might be no more civilized than Anlaf [a 
10th century Viking invader] himself, but 
he would soon find the difference between 
himself and Anial. 

Anlaf did not have to worry about a 
bank rate and such-like complications; but 
the German general, while trying to sack 
the Bank of England, might find the value 
of even the best of his investments reduced; 
and that for the sake of loot, amounting to 
a few sovereigns apiece among his soldiery, 
he would have sacrificed a considerable 
part of his own personal fortune. 


It is as certain as anything can be that, 
were the German army guilty of such 
economic vandalism, there is no consider- 
able institution in Germany that would 
escape grave damage—a damage in credit 
and security so serious as to constitute a 
loss immensely greater than the value of 
the loot obtained. 


From the Editor’s Notebook 


Recruit via the 


“Daily Express” 


Pacifist By-Election Candidate 


A “Country of 


ONE who ‘ was pleased to find that, like 
myself, ‘ Witu1am Hicxey,’ of the Daily 
Express, is a keen reader of this publica- 
tion” (Peace News), though “I am not one 
of the 127,644 members of the Peace Pledge 
Union,” sends me his comments on the 
publicity which the Daily Express writer 
was good enough to give us on Monday. 


He is Howarp Wuirten, a London reader, 
and this is what he says: 


I admit I am sympathetic to the aims of the 
Union—indeed, there must be a large number 
like me who will easily be persuaded to join, 
and not deflected by the monstrous statement 
that we are “helping the Nazis.” 


Frankly, I am not appalled at the thought of 
helping HerrR HITLER or anyone else to attain 
that degree of faith in our good will which wil 
make possible a just new deal. Indeed, if one 
balances the barest possibility of this ideal 
against the futile annihilation which is the 
immediate alternative, I am sure Mr. Hickey 
will agree that the charge loses all sting. 


But I fear that his murmured “Treason” 
means that “a large amount of material friendly 
to Nazi Germany ’ should, in fact, be suppressed 
in the interest of some obscure “ patriotism.” 
Yet this material is clearly honest fact and com- 
ment. Are we, then, to vilify everything Nazi 
or German to prevent our conscientious opinion 
being later misused? 

This is a remarkable proposition, and espe- 
cially so coming from a newspaper which has 
recently dared to tell the unhappy truth of con- 
ditions in British possessions in two continents, 
although that truth is manifestly capable of use 
as propaganda. Hickey’s text, “ What helps the 
Nazis hurts us,” is so clearly untrue that only 
the purblind could accept it. 


As to the effect of the “columnist’s” 
efforts on one at least of his readers, Mr. 
WHITTEN nearly forgot to add: “I’m join- 
ing the PPU now.” 


Monmouth By-Eleetion 


"THE size of the Conservative candidate’s 

majority (9908) over his predecessor 

at the last election will not frighten FRANK 

Hancock, who is to be nominated today-for 
the by-election in Monmouth. 

Officially he is the Labour candidate, but, 


A FIERY patriot sent to a London paper as a well-known pacifist, he will be waging 


the following letter: 


an unofficial battle for the policy that he 


“When the German army is looting the{has never ceased to advocate on Peace 


Contradictions” 


Pledge Union, Fellowship, Reconciliation, 
and other platforms. 

But apart from being undaunted in such 
efforts, he will scarcely find Monmouth a 
tougher proposition than Salisbury, which 
seat he has contested twice. He contested 
Lewes at the last general election. 

It will be remembered that the Labour 
Party headquarters refused to endorse his 
candidature when the Lewes party wanted 
him to stand at a by-election there. It is 
to be hoped that it is not merely because 
they think the seat hopeless-anyhow that 
they are now allowing him to be nominated. 

For that reason alone it would be a 
grand thing if he could win the seat. Let 
all who can possibly give Frank Hancock 
any time at all between now and polling 
day (July 25) go along to Monmouth and 
do their bit. 


* 


Some may have heard Frank on how 
the charm of the old battle-pictures has 
faded out with the prospect of war upon 
civilians. This is the rather startling way 
he has put it to me: 

Who can feel proud of the armoured knight, 
riding out of his castle gate to go to war, when 
quite ordinary untitled people are liable to meet 
death, in their working clothes at their street 
doors? Those Hollow Squares at Waterloo—that 
Last Stand at Majuba, exhibited a courage that 
will be commonly expected, tomorrow, of 
mothers and school-children. 

The “valour” for which the lad Jack Corn- 
WALL was awarded the VC, after Jutland, will 
be matched by any schoolboy in the next war. 

The.soldier neec not strut about proudly in 
khaki or kilts. That little girl in a pinafore will 
face the same horrors, and exhibit the same 
bravery. 

What a joke military courage and martial 
glory will have become when VC's will be quite 
commonly deserved by little children! 


Preparing for Peace 


pice who have already responded to 
the suggestion that they can serve the cause 
of international friendship—especially between 
peoples, as opposed to political “ friendship ”"— 
by visiting Germany for their holidays write 
enthusiastically of the pleasure it has given 
them. 

The Carlisle PPU group leader, Mrs. E. F. 


SHERIDAN (who managed very well, in spite of _» 


ae 


Se ee eee a ee ee SS 


Vested Interest? 


A WOMAN St. John Ambulance 

* Brigade flag seller ended a con- 
versation about accidents by saying 
in a very cheerful, hopeful voice, 
“And things are looking very funny 
on the Continent, aren't they?” 


This is not the first indication I 
have had that many of our National 
Service volunteers are eagerly hoping 
for a “jolly good war.” 


—dJ. F. Smith (Peace News reader), 
Forton-road, Gosport, Hants. 


Boots Now Stock Peace 
Service Handbook 


ALL branches of Messrs. Boots, the 

chemists, which have a Book Depart- 
ment, will in future accept orders for the 
Peace Service Handbook. 

This is the result of an approach to 
Messrs. Boots by the Peace Pledge Union, 
publishers of the Handbook. It has been 
placed on the order list which goes to all 
branches with book departments, and 
Messrs. Boots have stated that they will be 
pleased to send to the Peace Pledge Union 
any orders which result. 

Already more than 165.000 copies of the 
Peace Service Handbook have bezn sold. 
Many pacifists are taking a dozen copies 
with them on holiday. Any who forget 
will now be able to get them at Boots’ 
shops. 

For those who wish to obtain their sup- 
plies direct from PPU headquarters 
(6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1), the 


prices are: 
Per copy: ld., postage id. 
Per dozen: 9d., postage 6d. 
Per 100: 6s. postage ls. 


PROPHETIC ? 

On the night the Treaty of Versailles 
was signed in 1919, E. D. Morel, speaking 
in Glasgow, said: “If this treaty stands go 
home and kiss your babies for already the 
mark of death is on their brows.” 


* Peace News ” Offices 
3, Blackstock Road, 
London, N. 4 


knowing no German), remarks on the Germans’ 
great disappointment at the scarcity of English 
visitors this year. 

“YT knew no-one in Germany less than a 
month ago,” she tells me. “Now I have many 
friends among both Nazis and democrats. I 
have discussed the political situation with both 
sections, and have been entertaincd in the 
homes of each. 

“There is much to be said for both points of 
view. I have come home more pacifist than 
ever. JI am convinced that friendly visits to that 
country of contradictions will go a long way 
toward preparing the peoples for peace.” 

Mrs. SHERIDAN (whose address is 10 Bank St., 
Carlisle) offers to give information and intro- 
ductions “to bona fide pacifists who might wish 
to spend a holiday in Frankfurt or neighbour- 
hood.” 


Followers of *“*Diek’’ 


is hoped that the Dick Sheppard Memorial 

Club (which advertises in this issue for a 
warden) may become the meeting place of all 
those who want to see Dick SHEpPpaRp's Jeader- 
ship followed out, even though they may not 
agree with what he taught about pacifism—or 
some other subject for that matter. 

The club already has more than 2C) paying 
members. 

It will be the business of the warden, the REv. 
C. Paut Guippon tells me, not simply ta discover 
ways in which those members may be best 
served and themselves act most usefully, but 
also to bring in others. There is a vast number 
of men and women for whom London is lonely 
and life a little purposeless. 

It was just such people whom Dick tried to 
help most. 


Mrs. C. Hl. Fox 


EADERS of these notes may remember my 
reference, some three months ago, to the 
Gloucester Peace Pledge Union's loss by the 
death of Mr. Cuartes H. Fox. They have now 
suffered the loss of his widow, Mary ANN 
NETTLETON Fox, who died last week in her 
85th year. 

Mrs. Fox continued the work for the Peace 
Pledge Union which she and her husband had 
been doing literally until the end. A few minutes 
before she collapsed she had given PPU leaflets 
to some workmen who were at her house, and 
had remarkea to her sister that those were the 
last of the leafiets she had for distribution. 

Among other things, she supplied copies of 
Peace News weekly to the booktable in Christ 
Church, Gloucester. 

As in the case of tributes to her late husband, 
it was asked that instead of flowers, contributions 
might be sent to the funds of the Peace Pledge 
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Fascism Spreads 1 


PERIOD OF COMPULSORY 


SERVICE 


But Resisters 


DOUBLED 


Are Growing 


in Strength, Too 


a fascist mentality are reported from Holland in the summer 


A N increase in the term of military service and the growth of 


number of The War Resister.* 


The fascism which is strengthening its grip is not of the Nazi 
variety, but is a result of the influence of the reactionaries within 


the country. 
Britain. 


Under a new law, the term of compulsory 
military service has been more than 
doubled. Students of theology and those 
with professions of a “spiritual, religious 
or humanitarian” nature are exempt. 


Prison for Objectors 


Conscientious objectors are sent to 
prison for a period equal to that which a 
soldier has to serve and are exempted from 
the army at the end of that period. There 
is also alternative civil service, which lasts 
one year longer than military service. 

All boys are physically examined and 
enrolled when they reach 18 years, and are 
called up for army service on reaching 19. 

Those physically unfit number forty per- 
cent; The War Register reports that “many 
pacifists have the impression that those who 
have made it known that they will refuse 
to serve are rejected as physically unfit.” 
This impression is supported by the fact 
that until quite recently there were only 
six war resisters in prison, the smallest 
number for twenty years. 

Several more have, however, just been 
sentenced. 


Banned from Office 


The Dutch section of the War Resisters’ 
International is steadily increasing its 
membership. Besides giving considerable 
support to the International’s work in 
Spain and its refugee settlement in 
Colombia, it helps German and Austrian 
war resisters who find their way into 
Holland. 

It is also one of the pacifist organizations 
whose members are prohibited from 
holding any office in the government, or 
municipal or town councils. 

“The War Resister is published by the War 
Resisters’ International at 11 Abbey Road, En- 
field, Middlesex; subscription: 1s. 2d. a year. 
From the same address can also be obtained 
particulars of Dutch pacifists in prison, to 
whom messages of greeting, &c., may be sent. 


393 DUTCH C.O.s-: IN 
16 YEARS 


E°ROM 1923 to the end of last year, 393 
bed men were granted exemption from 
compulsory military service in Holland. 

The right to exemption was won in 1923, 
partly as a result of the hunger strike of a 
conscientious objector imprisoned in 1920. 

In 1915 a manifesto was published, signed 
by some thousands of people, expressing 
the hope that COs would have the strength 
to undergo imprisonment, or even to be 
shot ratner than be untrue to their con- 
viction 

These facts are revealed in a memor- 
andum on the history of conscientious 
objection in Holland since 1896, published 
by Kerk en Vrede (Church and Peace), the 
Dutch peace society. 
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WAR’S STARK REALITY! 
“NIE WIEDER KRIEG” 
THE PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD OF 
MAN’S INHUMANITY THAT WILL 
AMAZE YOU. 
(1/- plus 24d. postage) 
Kay’s Bookshop. Bramley, near Guildford 


The situation is therefore similar to that in Great 


2 , PEACE 


NEWS 


n Holland 


[CZECHS STILL HOPE 


FOR FREEDOM 


‘THE Jan Huss holiday, which has been 
celebrated for 500 years in Bohemia, 
provided the occasion last week for out- 
spoken articles in many Czech newspapers. 
Huss, the national hero, was represented 
in them as a defender of the principles of 
national justice and of personal morality 
which will in the long run prevail against 
falsehood and the destroyers of the truth. 


Speaking in London last week, M. Jan 
Masaryk, former Czecho-Slovak minister 
in London, said that his country was suffer- 
ing perhaps a little more than she de- 
served, but he was not sentimental about 
it. They were only one corner of the 
chessboard. 


The present, state of affairs could not be 
permitted, but he hoped that in a peaceful 
way right would triumph in the end and 
that there would be a free nation of Czechs 
and Slovaks in a free Europe. 


| China War Seen 


as Direct Result 


of World Economic Policy 


“THE war in the Far East is the direct 
result of the world’s economic 
policy.” 
So said Sir George Paish, British econo- 
mist, on his return from Japan recently. 


“That policy,” he continued, “has been 
one of protection, and it has been one that 
favoured regional trade. 


“Prepared for Settlement ” 


“Japan has a population of 100,000,000, 
growing at the rate of 1,000,000 a year. Her 
own resources are extremely limited, and 
although the country is cultivated as 
though it were a garden, Japan is an ex- 
ceedingly poor nation. 


“The trading and civil section of Japan 


U.S. Congress 
Decision: Triumph 


For Peace Workers 


DEFEAT for President Roosevelt and 

a triumph for the American peace 

movement lie behind the refusal of U.S. 

Congress recently to pass the proposed 
neutrality law in its original form. 


Amendments made by Congress to this 
law (the Bloom Bill) have radically altered 
its purpose. 

Centre of the struggle that has been 
going on is the question whether there 
should be a ban on the sale of arms to 
warring nations. The National Council tor 
Prevention of War has been campaigning 
for such a ban to be included in any neu- 
trality legislation. 


Ban to Remain 


The Government, on the other hand, be- 
lieves that the repeal of such an embargo 
is more likely to keep America out of war 
and to discourage war breaking out. 
The Congress decided in favour of keeping 
the embargo on the export of arms and 
munitions to nations at war. 


On two other important points for which 
the National Council for Prevention of 
War had been agitating-— 


No power for the President to select 
war zones; and; 

Provision for Congress as well as 
President to proclaim that a state of war 
exists; 

the decisions of Congress accorded with 
the Council’s view. 


Close Vote 


On the other hand, although the Council 
had also suggested a ban on the carriage 
by American ships of goods to belligerents, 
Congress decided to impose no such 
ban, provided that ownership of the goods 
is assumed by the buyer before they leave 
American shores. 

The amended Bill, which was passed by 
200 to 188 votes, was due to come before 
the Senate’s Foreign Relations Committee 
on Wednesday. 


indicated to me that they would be pre- 
pared for a settlement over the Chinese 
question and that they wanted to be friends 
with China, but did not know how this 
could be brought about, at the same time 
saving their faces. 


“Japan must get of out China, but she 
cannot be expected to do this unless there 
is a future for her in the world in genefal 
which will enable her to sell her products 
and support her vast population in reason- 
able health.” 


Sir George also said that opinion on 
policy in Japan was as divided in Japan as 
in Britain. The business men were not in 
favour of the war in China, 
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Move 
Peace Between 


WIS WE BIA Se 


“"'PrO organize and give effective ex- 
pression to the body of opinion 
known to exist among Irish people in 
favour of conciliation, and to foster, 
through the initiative of its individual 
members, more neighbourly relations 
between Irishmen who differ from 
each other in politics and religion.” 


That is one of the aims of an “Irish 
Association” which kas just been 
formed. 


The Association also intends 


“To study business and commercial 
relations with a view to discovering the 
best means of reconciling the economic 
interests of North and South; 


and 


“To bring home the fact that every 
effort to eradicate misunderstanding and 
disseminate good feeling in Ireland is a 
definite contribution to international peace 
and security.” 

Miss Mary McNeill, of Belfast, is one 
of the secretaries; she has a colleague 
in Dublin. 


via ole ole ols 


AS A TOKEN WE HAVE NOT USED 

OUR USUAL HEAVY BORDER 

ROUND THIS “ BOX.” MAY THE 

BORDER BETWEEN NORTHERN 

IRELAND AND EIRE BECOME AS 
INSIGNIFICANT AS 

THIS ONE 


Aid for Refugees in 
Finland 


Members ot the newly-formed Finland group 
of the International Fellowship of Reconciliation 
have joined members of the Women's Inter- 
national League of Peace and Freedom in start- 
ing a committee for helping refugees. 

Though the state of public opinion makes it 
almost impossible to hold public mectings, 
information about the plight of the refugees is 
being spread by private meetings and other 
means. 


“Der Grossvater d 


THE 
WAR RESISTERS’ 
INTERNATIONAL 


, 
(Recognised as a Relief Organisation by the Home Office.) 


CZECH—GERMAN—JEWISH & SPANISH 


Children, are in our Homes. 


REFUGEES FROM GERMANY AND 
CENTRAL EUROPE 


are being cared for. 


er Familie” 


The maintenance of this work is a heavy responsibility, we 
need money to continue it. 


WILL YOU HELP US? 


Please send your gifts to: The Rt. Hon. George Lansbury, M.P., 
Chairman ; or Miss A. Ruth Fry, Hon. Treasurer, at 11 Abbey Road, 
Enfield, Middlesex. 
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PEACE 


Wilfred WELLOCK, 
“Speaking Personally,” 


poses the question: 


A FASCIST WORLD? 


and, despite his vociferous and 
passionate outpourings, largely in- 
scrutable. He has shown himself to 
possess great qualities. He is moody, tem- 
pestuous, and yet exceedingly cool-headed. 


His triumphs have been daringly con- 
ceived and executed. He can be unscrupu- 
lous, merciless, and excecdingly brutal, 
even to ! ‘> own people should they stand 
in the way of the fulfilment of his purpose. 
Indeed, it would be possible to apply to 
him many of the nastiest words in the 
English language, but doing so would 
neither explain him nor provide the clue 
to his future course. 


Hitler’s great testing time will come 
when he must turn his attention to build- 
ing up the internal life of the German 
nation. And let this be said: a Dictator 
who has the habits of a recluse, is mod- 
erate and even abstemious in the things 
which belong to the flesh, is a man to be 
watched and taken seriously. 


If War is Avoided 


pN the meantime things will be happening 

elsewhere. Assuming that war is 
avoided as, for reasons already stated, I 
think it may (unless, of course, hysteria, 
such as was created by the advocates of 
Collective Security on the occasion of the 
German march on Prague, gets out of hand 
in some future crisis), and armaments pro- 
duction slows down, what will be the situ- 
ation in the democracies? 


The economic crisis which will follow 
will hit them harder than any previous 
cirsis has done, for obvious reasons. In 
the first place armaments production has 
at no time commanded such a large pro- 
portion of human labour as during the 
present conflict. The armaments indus- 
tries have absorbed all the surplus labour 
which has been created by the gradual 
increase in man-power production and the 
failure of capitalism to increase the pur- 
chasing power of the people sufficiently to 
enable the increased production to be 
consumed. 


Ho is still an unknown quantity 


* 


Since 1932 output in the heavy indus- 
tries per man employed has increased by 
anything.from 50 and 100 percent. Thus 
the intensity of the slump which will 
follow a slowing down of armaments pro- 
duction can be imagined. 


But an equally important fact is that, 
as the result of the aggression of the last 
eight and the next several years, Germany, 
Italy and Japan will monopolize markets 
which hitherto the democracies have 
shared. 

The moment the slump occurs, there- 
fore, we must expe:t that these countries 
will do what we did in 1931-2, namely, 
close to the outside world all the markets 
over which they have any degree cf mon- 
opolistic control. Accordingly we must 
anticipate the biggest and most disastrous 
economic crisis the world has so far known. 


THE Government foresees that crisis, and 
is, I believe, even now preparing for it. 
I associate conscription with that crises 
rather than with anticipation of a majer 
war. On the same ground I anticipate 
that during the next three or four years, 
even more daring attacks upon our liber- 
ties wil! be made, probably including an 
extension of conscription, the granting of 
emergency powers to the Government, and 
the postponement of a General Election. 


These steps will be taken as was the 
appointment of Area Dictators, called Com- 
missioners, and the passing of ‘conscription, 
during crises caused by the aggression cf 
the Fascist Powers, when the Labour Oppo- 
sition losing sight of its mission, which is 
to remove injustice and oppression and to 
create a rational world economic order, 
produces a war ferment and a state of 
hysteria by demanding still more arma- 
ments and more _ powerful military 
alliances. 


In these circumstances the Government 
is able to put through the most reactionary 
measures, and thus to lay the foundations 
of what, in a period of economic stress and 
social upheaval, would in essence be a 
Fascist State. What applies to this coun- 
try in this respect applies even more 
potently to France. 


If Britain Goes Fascist 


WE are thus called upon to face the pos- 

sibility of a Fascist Europe, and in- 
deed a Fascist world, for if Britain goes 
Fascist, which of the big Powers can 
escape? In other words, is civilization 
doomed to pass through an era of totali- 
tarianism? 

Should present tendencies. continue, and 
on that issue I shall have something to say 
in a moment or even should war occur and 
be short enough to leave civilization in- 
tact, that fate appears likely if not, indeed, 
probable. In that case it is necessary to 
inquire what sort of prospect, taking the 
longer view, confronts humanity? 


Let us remember that Fascism follows 
the breakdown of capitalism. From this 
fact many people conclude that Fascism is 
a tyrannical means of perpetuating the 
capitalist system, but I think erroneously. 
I dare say most capitalists support Fascism 
in the belief or hope that it will work that 
way, but in the very nature of things it 
cannot. Fascists can no more make cap- 
italism work under modern conditions than 
can the capitalists themselves. 


The struggle to secure markets, food and 
raw material in a capitalist world com- 
pelled Hitler to throw over all the financial 
and economic canons of capitalism, to plan 
and organize Germany’s industrial life, her 
economic, financial and labour resources 
from the national standpoint, in accord- 
ance with a national purpose, the nation’s 
supreme need, and largely to brush aside 
sectional and class interests. 

Thus sheer necessity has forced upon 
Nazi Germany forms of control and organi- 
zation that are essentially Socialist, such, 
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big Powers can escape ? ” 


Wilfred Wellock discusses this possibility in the last of his three 
articles on The Future of Fascism, in our series ‘* Speaking 
and shows the great responsibility that rests on the 
“truly progressive elements in our civilization ” 


Personally,” 


avoided. 


** Speaking Personally ”’ 


individual views. 


indeed, that, given a leadership inspired 
by a great social ideal, might pave the way 
to full-fledged economic democracy. 


I have also argued that when the neces- 
sity for conquest ends, and the Nazi leaders 
are free to develop their country as they 
may choose, the fear of social unrest and 
revolution will compel them to organize 
the nations resources, its production and 
distribution according to a plan, which 
they will be able to carry through unhin- 
dered by the demands and limitations of 
private vested interests, on whose behalf 
capitalism primarily functions. 


From this development I conclude that 
totalitarianism, whether of the Right or the 
Left, will be driven to the same goal in the 
end 


Abandoning the Dictators 


HEN the stage just described is 
reached, a new outlook is likely to 
dawn. The organization of abundance, 
once the restrictions of capitalism are re- 
moved, will provide a standard of living 
for the entire community so high as to do 
away with the necessity of the class strug- 
gle, whence the minds of men will be 
diverted to the deeper and wider interests 
of the spirit. 


That development, by removing the cen- 
tre of interest from the material to the 
spiritual sphere, is of the utmost import- 
ance, for it signifies nothing less than that 
the time has arrived to abandon Dictator- 
ship altogether. Totalitarianism springs 
from the necessity, which capitalism has 
always flouted, to distribute the abundance 
of the age of science; it will come to an 
end when the process of fair distribution 
has been firmly established. Then man- 
kind will enter upon the era of complete, 
or economic, democracy. 


This brings to mind’a famous saying of 
Lenin, that abundance is the gateway to 
a classless and stateless society. 
ance has arrived, but the willingness to 
distribute it is still lacking. In conse- 
quence, mankind is confronted with the 
fairly immediate possibility of passing 
through many decades of suffering, of in- 
tense persecution and worse than barbaric 
brutality. 


Must this be? Shall it be? I am afraid 
it will be unless all the truly progressive 
elements in our civilization waken up 
quickly, rub their eyes and realize what is 
happening and whither the stream of life 
is coursing, and tackle this problem as the 
most vital and urgent issue that has ever 
challenged the human race. Already that 
stream has become a spate, so that unless 
action is quick and strong, it will be too 
late to prevent the avalanche, when the 
doom of Totalitarianism will be upon us. 
The purpose of this article is to offer that 
warning, and I trust not in vain. 


Has Government No 


Faith in A.R.P.? 


"THE Home Office has little confidence in 

its own air raid precautions, judging 
from a letter it has written to the Bradford 
Parks Committee. 

In this letter the Home Office urged the 
committee to: 

1. Make an immediate survey of the land 
avallable in Bradford for the digging of huge 
graves, large enough to hold several hundreds 
of bodies ; 

2. Arrange for the storage of thousands of 
burial sheets; and 

3. Organize transport for the conveyance of 
the dead from the place where the air raid takes 
place to these huge craters. 


Those Who Must Act 


“* We are called upon to face the possibility of a Fascist Europe, 
and indeed a Fascist world, for if Britain goes Fascist, which of the 


is a forum for the expression of 
The next contributor will be 


J. D. BERESFORD 


The first of his two articles will appear next week. 
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if the danger is to be 


How Groups 
Can Help Our 


Fighting Fund 


NV ANY thanks to members of the Black- 

pool group of the Peace Pledge Union 
for their handsome contribution to the 
Peace News Fighting Fund! At their last 
group meeting a collection for the fund 
raised £1 10s. 6d. Other groups, please copy. 


We are pleased to acknowledge the following 
contributions: 


Previously acknowledged nae wee RIORIZ<: OF 
R. T. Campbell, page ae oe 010 0 
H. Johnson bic , 49 se Qo 1 0 
A. M. Burns, Dundee rare we 05 0 
E. N. J. Nias, Southampton .. oe 0 2 6 
J. Scott (change) ay ae ae 0 010 
R. J. Champbell Sy xe es 010 0 
Clapham Group ae ee ee o 20 
Broughton Group oe An ae 05 0 
Anon, Leeds sai Ae Ar <e 020 
Bruford 110 
Profit on Peace News, High Wycombe 03 0 
W. Harbiton, Merionydd «< « 0449 
Blackpool PPU group collection 110 6 
£115 9 Th 


The Fighting Fund was launched to help to 
release for some other branch of the Peace 
Pledge Union's work the subsidy at present paid 
to Peace News. (This amounts to £750 for the 
current year.) 

Donations of any size will be welcomed and 
acknowledged in Peace News. Cheques and 
postal orders should be made payable to Peace 
News, Ltd.—and not the Peace Pledge Union— 
and should be addressed to 3 Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4 

Meanwhile the ultimate need of the 
paper is a larger circulation. 

A Chislehurst (Kent) reader suggests that 
those who do not file their copies of Peace News 
each week might care to post their copy, after 
they have read it, to a name and address chosen 


Abund-; at random from the local directory. 


This method of propaganda, she thinks, would 
in all probability be more effective than that-cf 
leaving the paper in buses and trains, “as who 
knows it may be removed from these vehicles 
by cleaners, and just thrown away?” 

She further suggests that readers choose a 
district mentioned in either “Forthcoming 
Events” or “What the Groups are Doing,” mark 
the appropriate event, and so draw the atten* 
tion of the recipient to a “follow-up interest” in 
his or her own district. 

Here is another way in which individual readers 
can help to gain us that wider circulation: s°-d 
us the name and address of anyone to whom it 
would be worth while sending a specimen copy 
of Peace News and we wilt do so. 

Use the form below, and if you want to send 
more than one name and address please attach 
&@ separate sheet of paper. 


To the Distribution Department, 
" Peace News," 


3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


Please send a specimen copy of 
“Peace News" to 


Name 


Address 


(Signed) 
Address 
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PEACE NEWS 


Sovereignty and the Future 


of the 


Colonies 


By W. McGREGOR ROSS 


behind us, a page of our his- 

tory is being written which 
many of our own people regard with 
anxiety and which later generations 
may regard with astonishment. 


The public effort that is being put forth 
is unduly directed to frightfulness, to the 
eclipse of anything that can be regarded 
as rightfulness. 


The Treaty of Versailles stands accursed 
in the judgment of mankind at large, yet 
one precious fragment of it, one darling sin, 
we cling to, from pride and arrogance—and 
perhaps from blindness. This is, of course, 
our monopolization of so much of the 
former German colonial possessions, linked 
with our own, and all held to this day, with 
no Official suggestion of any future revision, 
except that “the natives” shall one day 
reach the stage of self-government, and this 
we promote far, far too slowly. 


A S the present critical days slip 


British “ Mein Kampf ” 


YITH this to our discredit, we feverishly 
pile up war-potential. In the cool 
pre-crisis judgment of Earl Baldwin and 
Mr. Chamberlain our course is one of in- 
conceivable folly. An outlay of two thou- 
sand million pounds, with all the waste and 
private profit accompanying it, will 
penalize ourselves and our posterity for 
generations, enriching certain small groups 
meanwhile. 


“The heathen heart that puts its trust 
in reeking tube and iron shard ” reigns at 
Westminster. M.P.s who stand immune to 
the pestilence can be counted, almost, on 
one’s fingers, members of the Lords, on 
one’s thumbs. Even Kipling implored the 
pardon of the Lord for this vice. 


Its votaries chant blasphemous doggerel 
to a god of their own imagining to “ make 
them mightier yet.” It is not, however, 
God who has made us “mighty ”—not 


doubtedly occur during the change of 
system. 


New Colonial Policy 


We must be clear as to what we mean by 
the courses we recommend. For us they 
will mean that the policies applied in our 
dependent empire will not turn exclusively 
upon debate and decision in our House of 
Commons, still less upon the private and 
undisclosed dreams of some Secretary of 
State, but upon measures adopted in public 
discussion of the needs and the right treat- 
ment of the populations of our “ posses- 
sions,” as, equally, of those of other 
participating nations, in a forum of quali- 
fied representatives from the participating 
nations. 

The day of exclusive imperial domination 
will be over—and not a day too soon. The 
present prestige factor will dwindle. As 
war-risks decline, the strategic factor will 
be minimized. There will be a chance for 
“peaceful change” to become standard 
practice, and for armaments to be reduced. 


* 


The economic factors involved do not 
actually present the importance with which 
propagandist desperation has_ invested 
them. They are not intractable ; they are 
easily soluble. 

The outstanding requirement in a world 
which has changed unrecognisably in one 
generation is adaptability. The price of 
peace is right dealing. The answer to 
charges of “encirclement” is “the open 
door.” “The price of possession,” said 
Macaulay, “is reform.” 

The bread for folk as privileged as our- 
selves to cast upon the waters (and the 
harvest will be swift) is generosity, 
spiritual and material, to disadvantaged 
peoples everywhere. Always facing us, 
stands the verdict of D. H. Lawrence for 
our generation: “A great wave of 
generosity or a great wave of death.” 


20 YEARS 
AFTER! 


YORE than twenty years after the 
i end of the war the Star and 
Garter Home for war wounded still 
has 245 patients—184 at Richmond, 
Surrey; 61 in the branch at Sandgate, 
Kent. 


And (says the annual report issued 


yesterday) there is a long wait:ng list. 


Men, wounded as long as twenty- 
three years ago, still get about in their 
chairs, are still cheery, still occupy 
themselves with forms of handicraft. 


**s The Star and Garter Home was built 
and equipped from funds contributed by 
women throughout the Empire. The site, 
purchased by the Auctioneers’ and Estate 
Agents’ Institute, was given to Queen 
Mary, who handed over the Home to the 
care of the British Red Cross. 


Daily Express, June 30. 


Refugee Guarantee 
Appeal Committee 


The Refugee Guarantee Appeal Com- 
mittee has been formed to encourage 
schemes whereby groups of people in clubs, 
Church congregations, and similar bodies, 
may, through individual, small, and regular 
subscriptions, support one or more refugees. 

Details are obtainable from Mr. D. J. 
Finney, at Bruce Hotel, 37 Coram Street, 
London, W.C.1. 


CO’s Tribunal For Bristol 


In addition to the places announced in 
Peace News recently at which tribunals 
will sit to deal with conscientious objectors 
under the Military Training Act, there will 
be a tribunal at Bristol. 

It is also understood that one of the two 
tribunals to be located in London will ceal 
with objectors from South-East England. 


really. It has been, rather, the machine-_ 
gun, used against peoples taken unawares. 


As for becoming “mightier yet,” that is| 


involves the adoption of policies unspeak- 
ably foul. It is D.A.M. (disordered action 
of the mind) from which we, and others 
similarly afflicted, will, unless relief comes, 
eventually perish. The chemists have now 
seen to that. Anthony Fokker, the plane- 
designer, knew what he was talking about. 
He said: 

“Tf the puolic rises to the realization of air- 
warfare, it will turn against war altogether.” 

Those who have chosen present policies 
will then find themselves supplanted. It 
would be better that they should realign 
their present programme without waiting 
for the chemists to demonstrate their un- 
answerable proof of its stupidity. 


a British “ Mein Kampf,” so to speak. It | 
| 


Substitute for Empire 


A® enlightenment spreads, it is becoming 

increasingly accepted that huge 
imperial groupings do not make for human 
happiness. They offer too much tempta- 
tion to selfishness and are too vrovocative 
of pomp and arrogance. 


We should prepare our minds for 
collaboration with other peoples sincerely 
devoted to the ideal of a pacific destiny for 
the nations. With them we should substi- 
tute a carefully devised framework of 
government, more amenable to enlightened 
public control than the imperialist 
sovereign State can ever be. 


The adoption of a high initiative by 
Britain would create a new prestige, dis- 
placing the vicious old one, that we had 
used our outstanding colonial position to 
help the development of.a world at peace, 
in which dependent peoples, alike with all 
others, would enjoy collective prosperity. 


All peace workers should study the case 
for such a framework detailed in Clarence 
Streit’s Union Now.* 


Dr. L. P. Jacks, an earlier advocate of 
such a framework, observed in his last 
National Lecture (Listener, 16.2.1938) that 
“when human quality is improving, other 
things tend to go well; when it is declining, 
other things go ill.” We should bear this 
in mind, for our comfort, in facing the hesi- 
tations and checks— which would un- 


*Cape, 10s. 6d. Reviewed in Peace News, 
12.5.39. 
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OFFICIAL STATEMENT NEEDED 


TO END UNCERTAINTY 
(From a Correspondent) 


Fi VIDENCE is growing that leading Boy 

Scout officials throughout the country, 
many of them ex-Service men, are engaging 
in a drive to make membership of the 
movement conditional on support of 
National Service. 


Typical of this trend is the situation at 
| Eltham, as revealed at a recent Peace 
Pledge Union group meeting. 

A Rover patrol leader reported to the 
meeting that he had been obliged to resign 
from the Scout movement because he was 
unable to co-operate with a troop whose 
officers were constantly influencing it to 
support National Service. 


Two Cub mistresses said that great pres- 
sure was being brought fo bear on the 
younger officers of the troop they belonged 
to. It was becoming clear that soon there 
would be no room in the Scout movement 
for pacifists. 


In view of the widespread uncertainty 
among pacifist Scouts—revealed by many 
inquiries at PPU headquarters—it is clear 
that a definite ruling by Boy Scout Head- 
quarters should immediately be issued. 

It must define the extent to which Scouts 
may conscientiously express their own 
interpretation of the Scout Law and 
Promise. 

If the statement of the Chief Scout, given 
in the panel on this page, is to be taken as 
official and final, it will mean that the Scout 
movement has ceased to be an independent, 
non-political organization, and has become 
part of the National Government war 
machine. 

Any official pronouncement would be 
valueless if it did not include some state- 
ment of the priority of the Scout’s three 
loyalties: to God, to the King, and to his 
Neighbour. If loyalty to the King—that is, 
loyalty to the Nation—should conflict with 


—— 


the Scout’s own interpretation of his 
loyalty to God—or to all Humanity—with 
whom is the final decision to lie as to how 
he shall act? 

The January issue of the official organ 
of the movement, The Scouter, stated:— 

“ Loyalty to King and country implies a 
readiness to play one’s part when called 
upon in national emergencies—which may 
mean war ; the absolute pacifist is pledged 
not to take up arms, but he may, and prob- 
ably would, help in relieving suffering. 

“This kind of problem cannot be salved 
except by the individual ; he must, in all 
sincerity, decide for himself what his action 
must be. In the long run, loyalty to God 
is the truest loyalty to King and country. 
But, so far as Scouting is concerned, the 
interpretation of that loyalty is left to the 
individual to decide for himself and not for 
others.” : 

Refusal by a Scout to enrol for National 
Service cannot be taken as proof that he 
would not be willing, in an emergency as 
in ordinary daily life, “ to help other people 
at all times.” Here, surely there must be 
the widest possible scope for individual 
decision. 

The following questions should, I think, 
be addressed to the Chief Scout by some 
powerful organization, such as the PPU, 
devoted to the preservation of individual 


liberty of conscience: 

“Is the opinion quoted above your considered 
and final decision on the obligation of Scouts 
towards National Service? 

“Will refusal to participate in National 
Service automatically disqualify anyone from 
membership? 

“If so, will you explain and justify the 
grounds on which you have departed from the 
fine tradition of the Scout movement, that the 
execution of the Scout’s three fundamental 
loyalties—to God, to the King and to his Neigh- 
bour—should be a responsibility for his own 
conscience and discretion?” 
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Rector Puts Ban 


on Recruiting 
Meeting 


ECAUSE he does not think it is the 
Church’s business to be used as a 
recruiting agent for the State, even for such 
forms of National Service as he would quite 
approve of, the Archdeacon of Stoke-on- 
Trent, has declined, as rector of Stoke, to 
allow a school to be used for a recruiting 
meeting for the Royal Engineers. 

The Archdeacon, the Ven. Percy Hartill, said: 
“YT believe the Church has suffered gravely 
in the minds of the people through having 
allowed itself to be used as a recruiting agency 
in the Great War, and so far as my influence 
goes I am determined to prevent it making the 
same mistake again. I know that some of the 
non-pacifist clergy share this latter view.” 

Mr. W. Greene, organizer of the recruiting 
meeting, said: * The Archdeacon, by putting an 
obstacle in our way, is hampering the work of 
preparing to defend the country. Jf he denies 
us the means of securing protection he should 
logically deny himself the results of our efforts 
if and when the need comes.” 


Police Ban on, Poster 
Parade Not Legal 


Greenford pacifists who were told by the 
Uxbridge police that a poster parade they 
had planned to hold a few weeks ago would 
not be permitted to take place, neverthe- 
less staged a parade. 

They had previously taken up the 
question with Scotland Yard and received 
the following reply: 

“I am directed by the Commissioner of Police 
of the Metropolis to acknowledge receipt of your 
letter of June 26 addressed to the Superin- 
tendent, Police Station, Greenford, and in reply 
to say there is no objection to your poster parade 
on Saturday, July 1, provided no obstruction is 
cauced and the Commissioner’s regulations made 
unéer section 9 of the M2tropolitan Streets Act, 
1867, are strictly observed.” 

Twenty-seven men and women paraded 
on Saturday for an hour through the main 
thdroughfares of Greenford. They included 
representatives from Peace Pledge Union 
groups in Acton, Charlton, Ealing, Green- 
ford, Hillingdon, Pinner and Wembley. 

Greenford members wish to acknowledge 
the great help received from the National 


*| Council for Civil Liberties. 


Scouts and National Service : 


Chief Scout Demands 
“National Service ” 


G [ is clear that one who is not pre- 

pared to give definite service to 
his; country in the event of war 
CANNOT be a membez of the Boy 
Scout Brotherhood.” 


So Says a statement in which the 
Boy Scouts’ Association sets forth the 
Chief Scout’s views on this subject. 
Th: statement adds: 


“The Chief Scout does not say that 
scouts must in every case be prepared to 
join the armed forces, hecause he recog- 
nizes that there are those who con- 
scientiously object to taking life, but he 
does expect that all Scouters and Scouts 
shall be prepared to render national ser- 
vice in some form. 

“If a member of the movement con 
scientiously objects to taking life, his 
Scout's promise of duty to God, King aad 
neighbour must COMPEL him if his 
country were attacked to render servic: in 
First Aid, Air Raid Precautions, or th2 
various other forms of civilian defe.cz.” 


The statement appeared in the West 
Cumberland News. 


Where You Can Meet 
Refugees Tonight 


At 8 o’clock tonight (Friday) the 
“Knights of Peace” will hold another of 
the series of international socials which 
they have arranged to bring refugees into 
friendly touch with English people. 

The social will be held at the Hall of the 
Church of Scotland (Crown Court), Russell 
Street, W.C. There will be entertainment, songs, 
games, and light refreshments. 


As another part of their work on behalf of 
refugees, the “Knights of Peace” are holding 
English lessons every Monday from 6 to 7.30 p.m. 
in the Hall of the French Protestant Church, 8-9, 
Soho Square, W.1; English discussions are held 
every other Thursday evening at 8 o’clock. in the 
Hall of the French Evangelical Protestant 
Church, Monmouth Road, Bayswater, W.2 (one 
was held yesterday). 
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The Editor's Point of View 


LEPS TRY THE 
POSSIBLE! 


'T'HE Prime Minister pointed out, in his statement in 
© Parliament on Monday, renewing the British pledge 
to Poland, that “another Power established in Danzig 
could, if it so desired, block Poland’s access to the sea, 
and so exert an economic and military stranglehold 
upon her.” 

“If it so desired...” If it (which really means 
Germany) did not so desire, Poland’s access to the sea 
would be as secure as it is now. And since Mr. Chamber- 
lain admitted that the Free City “is, almost wholly, a 
German city,” there would be no objection to its belong- 
ing to Germany. 

But Germany might “so desire” .... And so the 
majority of people in this country seem quite prepared 
to go through all the horrors of another war in an 
attempt to prevent Germany from adding a German city 
to her territory, just because she might then desire to 
“exert an*economic and military stranglehold” upon 
Poland. 


* 


Such thoughtlessness—for that is what it is—is 
deplorable. 

Is it nothing that the war of 1914-18 was fought for 
exactly the same purpose, with such complete failure of 
purpose (despite our military success) that the issue is 
before us again just as if we had never made that useless 
sacrifice? Is it nothing that the sacrifice would be even 
greater in another war? And even if that disaster has 
been too greatly magnified by the military experts and 
statesmen, what hope is there of more success another 
time? 

Mr. Duff Cooper, MP, expresses all too many people’s 
opinion, however, when he says “ there is no other way 
of avoiding the war than by convincing the Germans 
that they will certainly lose it.” 

But such an opinion is, !f possible, even more unreason- 
ing. In the first place, it is inconsistent with the theory 
(too often advanced by people who take that view) 
that the Germans are either sub-human or mad—or both. 
For in that case they would not be capable of judging 
the strength of others compared with their own. 


* 

But assuming they are capable, can we imagine the 
Germans ever letting us get appreciably more powerful? 
If they saw us getting too far ahead, wouldn’t they strike 
before the iron got too cold? 

Perhaps the loosest thinking on this subject concerns 
even the possibility-of our ever being so much stronger 
than the Germans that they will see they cannot win a 
war against us. Apart from the fact that the arms 
manufacturers (being better internationalists than most 
of us) would see to it that no such disaster ever befell 
them, there are all the incalculable sources of strength. 


It is true that we are already trying to compete with 
Germany in, for example, welding the people into a war- 
supporting unit. But we have a well-nigh impossibly 
Jong road to travel there—especially as our alliances are 
having the direct effect of rallying the Germans behind 
Hitler with an even stronger (however mistaken) sense 
of grievance. 

But if this impossible, wasteful, and dangerous policy 
of massing might against might is based on snuddled 
thinking, there is insufficient thought of any kind being 
given to the possibility of treating the Germans (whether 
you include Herr Hitler or not) as human beings who 
behave well or badly for the same reasons and under the 
same. conditions that cause us to behave well or badly. 

Why not apply the method of conciliation and dis- 
cussion before it is too late? 

What precise form that method takes matters compara- 
tively little, so long as it quickly replaces the infinitely 
more risky and altogether wasteful method of massing 
might against might. If a conference cannot be held 
because there is nothing yet to put before the delegates, 
there is no reason why something should not be prepared 
at once. 

In any case only the method of discussion between 
Numan beings—of whatever nation, race, creed, or colour 
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NEWS, SOME PSYCHOLOGICAL 


ASPECTS OF WAR 


causes of war. In pre-war days it was 

usual to regard war mainly as the result 
of political factors—the rivalries, ambitions and 
quarrels of sovereigns and statesmen, the 
result of attempts to readjust territorial boun- 
daries in accordance with political principles 
such as that of nationality, and so forth. 

In the post-war period it has been the fashion to lay 
emphasis on the economic causes of war and to point to 
economic imperialism as its main promoter. 

And now another change is taking place and the 
tendency is to emphasize the psychological aspect of the 
problem—not as an alternative to the economic inter- 
pretation but as supplementing it. The present Moral 
Rearmament Campaign is an illustration of this. 


£0 HERE are fashions in the analysis of the 


Mass War Hysteria 


T HE principal factor in making many people 
in this country realize the significance of 
the psychological aspect has been their aware- 
ness of the growth of a war psychosis—a form 
of mass war hysteria—during the past twelve 


months. 

No-one can have failed to be conscious of it. 

The chief objective fact in the situation, as most people 
see it, is the growth of the military strength of the Axis 
Powers which constitutes a potential threat to the 
imperial power, territory and prestige of Great Britain 
and France. 

If this be true, one would naturally expect that the 
war fever would be most marked among those indivi- 
duals and classes whose economic interests and social 
position are most closely linked with the maintenance 
of empire. 

Almost the reverse, however, has been the case. It 
has been, in fact, those political parties which, accord- 
ing to their programmes, stand for the abolition of im- 
perialism which have been most aggressive and bellicose 
—urging preparations for war and a warlike policy on 
a conservative government inclined to adopt less violent 
methods. 

Actually Empire is a burden and an economic dis- 
advantage to the mass of people. Yet it is precisely the 
masses and their presumed representatives who have 
been urging violent action to meet real or alleged threats 
to the security and integrity of empire. Why do they 
thus act against their economic interests and declared 
policy? 


Widespread Wish for War 


NPOPULAR as it may be to suggest it, 
U there seems to be a wish for war among a 
large section of the population: sometimes 
openly expressed; at other times sub-con- 
scious, so that the person himself is not aware 
of it and would indignantly repudiate the very 
suggestion of such a thing. 

There are, of course, many to whom war offers certain 
apparent economic gains—armament makers, financiers, 
newspaper proprietors; and, at the other end of the 
social scale, those for whom war preparation and war 
itself offer employment, a certain measure of security, 
a higher standard of living. 

It is impossible that such should not feel a certain 
satisfaction in the development of a war situation. But 
perhaps even more far-reaching in its influence is the 
fact that war offers to many an opportunity for self- 
expression, for service, for self-sacrifice, which are 
denied them under the conditions of our modern com- 
mercial and industrial civilization. 

They have dull and routine jobs which do not call for 
the full exercise of their physical, intellectual or moral 
powers; they are oppressed by the monotony of mecha- 
nized employment; they suffer from a_ sense of frustra- 
tion. War offers to many such the only apparent oppor- 
tunity of breaking out of that soul-deadening circle: of 
doing something which they can feel to be worth while, 
of feeling alive and of testing their powers against great 
odds. 

Most of us, consciously or unconsciously, desire such 
experience. Ask any of those who went through the 
last war—whether as fighters in the trenches or as 
resisters in prison—whether they would rather not have 
had that experience. Very few, however much they 
may recognize the stupidity. the futility and the crimi- 
nality of war, will not admit that they did get a certain 
satisfaction out of it. 

This is not to say that “war is human nature.” There 
is plenty of evidence to the opposite. Indeed it is fairly 
conclusively proved that war, far from being natural to 
the human races, is a secondary development of 
civilization itself. 

But war does today provide an outlet for certain 
human desires and instincts to which “civilized” life 
allows no expression. Moreover the nature of our com- 
petitive, capitalist society, in which there is everywhere 
a struggle of man against man for employment, for 
security, for a share of material wealth, tends to stimu- 
late pugnacious instincts and to accustom men to the 
idea of war. 


Hatred and Fear 


may be concerned—can pave the way to peace. Arms I HAVE referred to the war hysteria which 
arb Ses has been so evident during recent months. 
MWumphrey S. Moore | What are its components ? Hatred and Fear. 


By Harold Bing 


And Hatred and Fear must fasten themselves on to some 
external object. 

You cannot hate unless you hate some person, a group 
or thing. Hence for some the object of hatred is Hitler,’ 
for others the Germans, or the Russians, as the case may. 
be, or the Capitalist Class, or even a pure abstraction 
such as Communism, or Fascism. ’ 

But these are really bogeys. The one who “hates” 
fascism must recognize in his calmer moments that 
“ fascism ” is merely a word and that the people he calls 
fascists are human beings with the same psychological 
make-up as himself. Therefore what he hates in them 
must either be a creation of his own mind or else the 
result of certain economic or other causes to which he 
would respond in a similar way. The only reasonable 
way of dealing with the situation is to destroy the 
fantasy or remove the causes of disapproved behaviour. 

Similarly with Fear. It attaches itself to some external 
object but is in origin subjective. It arises from a belief 
that the person’s self, his “ego” is in some way, 
threatened. And in most cases the threat is to a purely, 
fantasy self. The real self, our qualities, and characters 
which are the result of our own efforts and experience 
cannot be taken from us. 

But so many of us, suffering from an inferiority com- 
plex because of being denied the opportunities to which. 
we feel we are entitled seek satisfaction in imagining 
ourselves big and powerful. We identify ourselves for, 
example with the British Empire, and, as a result, a 
threat to the British Empire seems to us a threat to our 
own personality and immediately produces in us fear and 
hatred and a tendency to warlike behaviour. 

It is, I think, being widely recognized that such re- 
actions have played a big part in the growth of a war 
psychosis in this country in recent months. What is the 
remedy? Perhaps in a later article I may be able to 
make some positive suggestions. 


* 


[We hope to publish a further article by Harold Bing 
next month—Eb.] 


HAVELOCK ELLIS 


PFAVELOCK ELLIS, one of the finest minds 
““ of our time, died on Saturday. As much 
as any man he laboured for clear thinking on 
the problems that beset us today. 

We are not publishing the customary 
obituary notice : his work has been adequately, 
reviewed elsewhere this week. But as a token 
of our respect for one who contributed to 
“ Peace News” last year, we reprint below two 
typical passages from his writings : 

ava 


WAAR is bound up with passions, and can only be so 

‘¥ treated. Letourneau, and more recently Nicolai 
in his admirable Biology of War, have compared it to 
cannibalism. Like war, cannibalism is not strictly, 
primitive; it is not usually found among the carnivorous 
animals; it has no existence among the lowest savages; 
it develops slowly with a higher degree of culture; it 
becomes bound up with religion and morals, though in 
different systems, since some people eat only their 
friends and other only their enemies; it is not only a 
duty and an aspiration, it is also the gratification of an 
appetite, for all the evidence goes to show that human 
flesh is of all meats the most delicious. 

Yet cannibalism, with all its manifold deep roots in 
human nature and culture, has disappeared with a 
rapidity for which, as Westermarck observes, there is 
hardly a parallel in the history of morals. And it has 
disappeared, not through love or through reason . .. but 
through a process of sublimation, under the stress of an 
impulse, an esthetic impulse... There are, as Mon- 
taigne long ago remembered, much more terrible things 
in civilized war than the barbarian roasting and eating 
his dead relatives, and we may surely expect that they, 
too, will one day arouse even a more profound disgust. 

—The Philosophy of Conflict. 


va 


ANP who are these heroes? They are the men, to 
whatever nation belonging, who were willing to 
be driven like sheep at the bidding of military imperial- 
ists in order to blast the world, who flung aside that 
personal responsibility which might be the divine pre- 
rogative of their species, cheerfully becoming machines 
to slaughter, loot, rape, and crush into nervous impo- 
tence every living thing within their reach, who have 
by their presence killed the sweetness and fruitfulness 
of every spot of earth they have swarmed over, and 
therein destroyed every achievement of human skill 
that could be destroyed, who have come near to undoing 
all the effortful attainments of graciousness and civility, 
the ages had slowly wrought, who have made all life, 
so far as their hands could touch it, on the side they, 
fought for as much as on the side they fought against, 
something fouler than Dante ever fabled of Hell—these 
are the creatures, slaves of slaves, mere clay in the hands 
of phrasemongers, who are the Heroes of Man. 
—Impressions and Comments. 
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TO END THE DEADLOCK 


PONSONBY ON 
THE NEXT STEP 


(Continued from page 1) 


mastery of space has brought them embar- 
rassingly near to one another. 

Shattering upheavals may take place, 
the nature of which, the extent of which, 
and the consequences of which we cannot 
possibly foresee. We may prefer advanc- 
ing through our own efforts, steadily ad- 
justing ourselves to new conditions, but as 
with an earthquake, a whirlwind cr a 
sudden flood, a great upheaval may find us 
bewildered and powerless. 

While man’s ingenuity, the mainsrring 
of all this change, has advanced by leaps 
and bounds, his moral nature has not only 
not kept pace but is noticeably on the 
down-grade. 


Next Step 

We may cling to our ideals and construct 
plans as best we can. But the mists of the 
future we cannot penetrate. 

Should we not therefore look at the very 
ground at our feet which can be clearly 
seen and concentrate our attention on the 
very next step which can be well within 
our comprehension? 

Boys of twenty are being called upon to 
take it. Some are refusing outright to be 
conscripted or to be drawn into any war 
service. Them the PPU must advise and 
help as best it can, if they are made to 


PEACE 


NEWS 


Congress Plan for New 


Peace Settlement 


SENOR MADARIAGA AND DR. JOAD 
ON FEDERAL UNION SCHEME 


RACTICAL proposals for ending the present international 


Pp deadlock were (as reported 


on page 1) adopted by the 29th 


National Peace Congress which met in Friends House, Lon- 


don, last weekend. The congress 


also expressed resolute opposition 


to the Military Training Act and a determination to work for its 


repeal. 


Great interest centred round the Saturday evening session, at which the 
possibility of a new peace conference and of a federal world government was 
discussed by Seftor Salvador de Madariaga, former Spanish representative at 


Geneva, and Dr. C. E. M. Joad, the well- 


National: Peace Council. 


known philosopher and chairman of the 


Four hundred delegates, representing 55 national and 140 local organizations, 
attended the congress, which was organized by the National Peace Council. 


Opening the Saturday morning session, 


suffer for their conscientious convictions.!the Rey. Leyton Richards, who presided, 


But what about the rest of us who are not 
confronted with this immediate choice? It 
does not suffice to go about dreaming or 
talking of a warless world, of the triumph 
of universal respect for international law, 
of nations amicably united in a federal 
union, of general acceptance of economic 
and social justice and of the rise of 


humanity above the degradations of 
poverty and ignorance. 
What You Can Do 


What is going to happen tomorrow? That 
is not only our immediate concern but our 
next bit of work. 

If this expected war can be avoided, it is 
the essential and indeed indispensable pre- 
liminary to work for hopes and ideals for 
the future. 

The issue is in the balance. Week by 
week the scales tilt now one way, now 
the other. We must be up and doing, fol- 
lowing as closely as we can the course of 
events, undismayed by any feeling that we 
are ill-equipped to understand matters of 
high policy and diplomacy (so is everyone 
else outside the Cabinet and the Foreign 
Office). 

We must reject the idea that because we 
are humble nonentities, our voice cannot 
be heard and if it is, can be of no account. 
Remember the world has been governed 
by the unrecorded voices of those whose 
names remain unknown. Silence alone 
gives power to the forces of evil. 

So my advice to my fellow members of 
the PPU is: study carefully the news day 
by day, talk it over with others, learn 
more, analyse speeches, co-operate with 
the many outside our ranks who want to 
prevent the calamity, criticize and con- 
demn any foolish rousing of national in- 
dignation. Then make your voice heard. 

If you do not see how you can best do 
this, consult your group leader or even 
headquarters. By this means you may add 
your quota, however small, to the influ- 

“ences which may help to tilt the balance in 
the right direction. Begin tomorrow if 
you have not begun already. 


Smethwick to “Invade” 


London 


The Mayor, clergy, and a great body of 
citizens will come from Smethwick to 
London on Saturday (July 22) to demon- 
strate their determination to get at the 
root causes of the prevalent insecurity, 
poverty, unemployment and war-fears that 
seem to beset our daily lives. 

A similar demonstration was held last October 
when the Mayor, clergy and citizens of Coventry 
journeyed to London to petition the King to 
make use of present social machinery to prevent 
war and remove poverty. ; : 

The representatives from Smethwick will 
assemble in the Horse Guards Parade at 2.15. 
The procession will then March to Whitehall to 
place wreaths on the Cenotaph while the Mayor 
and Aldermen present Smethwick’s petition to 
the King at the Home Office. The procession 
will then proceed to Hyde Park. 

Londoners are invited_to join the demonstra- 
tion, which is being organized from the head- 
quarters of the United Christian Petition Move- 
ment, 1 Esmond Street, Kensington Square, 
London. W.8. 


said that pacifists had to thrash out a peace 
policy which dealt with the causes and 
not merely with the symptoms of war. “To 
put our own house in order is the surest way 
to secure a right and peaceful order of the 
whole world,” he said. 


Colonial Policy 


Sir John Harris, Secretary of the Anti- 
Slavery and Aborigines Protection Society, 
spoke on “Peace and Colonial Policy” and 
urged that a colonial conference should be 
held to work out a colonial system in which 
everyone would take a share. 


Under such a system, he said (1) Service 
could be given to the inhabitants of the colonies; 
(2) The open door of opportunity could be 
placed before men and women who could be 
encouraged to take part in the development cf 
the colonies; (3) Inhabitants could be protected 
from the evils of white civilization. 


Sir John ridiculed the idea that colonial terri- 
tories were a source of great wealth, pointing 
out that out of the total capital put in only 4.1 
percent was returned. Questioned, however, he 
admitted that some capitalists made a lot of 
money, and a delegate emphasized that the 4.1 
percent was an average covering both these and 
what the City called ‘mugs.” 

Mr. Krishna Menon submitted that the people 
were the only persons competent to govern and 
therefore the immediate proposition was for 
decent-minded people to take away those re- 
strictions which prevented the natives from 
governing themselves. 


India’s Future 


Speaking on “India and the World Prob- 
lem,” Miss Agatha Harrison indicated that 
the connexion between the two was that 
an honourable settlement with India would 
implement what we say about self-deter- 
mination. 


In particular there was the suggested federal 
scheme, which was raising great antagonism in 
India. What was going to be done about a 
federal scheme in line with their aspirations? 

“IT am suggesting immediate consultation cn 
this matter. I know the temper on each side 
may be strained. If we looked upon this as 
the greatest contribution to world peace we 
could settle down to it here and now.” 


Economic Problems 


Mr. N. F. Hall, Professor of Political | 
Economy in London University, spoke at 
the next session of the danger, at the pre- 
sent time, of thinking that there exists any 
economic “magic wand” which can solve 
outstanding problems. He suggested that 
it was impossible to discuss economic prob- 
lems without reference to the political 
framework. 


Reviewing the question of access to raw 
materials, he said that when they talked about 
access being free they should be sure they were 
not pushing up the prices of the materials nor 
putting up artificial obstacles to their purchase 
by industrial and political policies which, for 
example, made it dificult to get the necessary 
exchange. On the other hand, they should con- 
sider whether other countries were not, by their 
own mistaken policies, isolating themselves from 
raw materials. 

There was need for an autonomous inter- 


changes having the ultimate objective of in- 
creased consumption, and of providing the 
financial support necessary to carry the countries 
over the period of adjustment. 


Settlement of Refugees 


In the session on “The Refugee as a 
World Problem,” Miss Aline Mackinnon 
spoke of the need to combat the false idea 
that by helping refugees they were neces- 
sarily causing hardship to their own 
countrymen. That false idea had been ex- 
posed by the TUC and by economists. Miss 
Mackinnon argued that, in fact, the admit- 
tance of refugees was to our benefit. 

Professor Norman Bentwich, who explained 
that most of the refugees from Central Europe 
must look to the New World for a new home, 
pointed out that several States were prepared 
to admit emigrants but wanted the cost of settle- 
ment to be borne by the settlers. Great gener- 
osity had been shown by private individuals in 
this country, but such private efforts could not 
provide the sums required to settle people in 
other lands. He believed the British Govern- 
ment would have the support of the people for 
a more generous policy. 

The problem needed to be tackled with the same 


energy with which rearmament was _ being 
tackled. 


New Peace Conference and 
Federal Union 


“A New Peace Conference?” and “Is a 
Federal Plan Possible?” ‘These were the 


HITLER : 


A Seeret Romanee? 


A PEACE Pledge Union delegate at 

the National Peace Congress, 
emphasizing his contention that 
“Thou shalt not kill” meant “Thou 
shalt not kill,” added that it did not 
justify him turning on Hitler, “or 
Hitler’s. mother-in-law,” or anyone 
else! 


questions faced at the Saturday evening 
session, 


Harrison Barrow, the chairman, recalled the 
National Petition for a New Peace Conference 
which had been signed by over a ‘million people. 
It had, he thought, had some effect. 


He suggested that one of the most important 
things that could be done now was to get rid 
of the economic clauses of the Ottawa Agree- 
ments, and to make it clear that we were ready 
to trade on equal terms with other nations 
throughout the whole of our empire. 


These and other specific suggestions were inter- 
esting in view of the remark by Sefor Salvador 
de Madariaga, who followed, that a conference 
was worse than no conference if it had not 
something concrete to put before its members 
before it began. 


“It should be a dining room and not a kitchen,” 
added Senor de Madariaga. It required that: 


1. The meal should be ready, cooked. 


2., The customers should have an appetite 
for it; it was not advisable for some of the 
diners to have an appetitie for their fellow 
guests instead of for the meal. 


Turning to the question of a federal union, 
Sefior de Madariaga said that, taking a long 
view, the difficulties they were labouring under 
were due to the accumulation of a number of 
historical currents. These were: 


1. They were assisting at the coming-of-age 
of three important nations. Italy, Germany, and 
ajapan, were born as nations as recently as 1860 
or 1870. Just as the older nations had gone 
through a period of blustering imperialism, and 
so on, so were these three nations. The dictators, 
who thought themselves so up-to-date, were 
really three centuries behind. 


2. The saturation of the earth: “We are get- 
ting that natural heat which develops when 
there are too many people in the same room.” 


3. The lag between the physical development 
of the world into a unity and the development 
of the consciousness of that unity. The world 
was like a hydra-headed monster; it had one 
body but sixty heads—not all of which seemed 
to have a brain inside. 


4. The failure of communism, which had for 
long been the hope of mankind. It had ap- 
peared as a logical solution of our difficulties. 
Its failure—which he ascribed only to a par- 
ticular people in particular circumstances—had 
depressed the atmosphere. 


5. The failure of liberal-capitalism in Western 
Europe. We could not make liberal-capitalism 
work, nationally or internationally. 


6. The failure of collective security: “The 
League and the system of collective security 
raised such magnificent hopes that its two noisy 


(Continued on page 11) 


Manchester Meeting Calls 


for Repeal of Conscription 


RESOLUTIONS declaring the utmost 

resistance to military and industrial 
conscription, and pledging support for con- 
sientious objectors, were moved by A. 
Fenner Brockway and James H. Hudson at 
a conference held recently by the Man- 
chester branch of the No Conscription 
League. 

The wording of the first resolution produced 
a lively discussion, on the moving, by a woman 
delegate, of an amendment to allow the possi- 
bility of conscription under a_ working-class 
Government. The chairman. George®A. Suther- 
land, pointed out that if this amendment were 
carried it would be necessary to alter the name 
of the League to “No-Conscription (except under 
certain circumstances) League.” 

The amendment was defeated by a large 
majority and the original resolutions passed 
with four and three dissentients respectively. 

The conference was followed by an evening 
demonstration, addresed by A. Fenner Brock- 
way, James H. Hudson, and the Rev. Stanley 
Mossop. Mr. Brockway pointed out that the 
workers of this and other countries were living 
under intolerable conditions of poverty, but 
nevertheless were being called upon to fight for 
a country which did not belong to them. 

Mr. Mossop, in a speech received with pro- 
longed applause, deplored the failure of the 
Christian churches to play their part in remov- 
ing the causes of war. 

Mr. James H. Hudson then moved a resolu- 
tion, which was passed unanimously, pledging 
a continuance of opposition to conscription until 
the Military Training Act was removed from the 
Statute Book. 


The conference resulted in a considerable 


national agency capable of forming plans for addition to the membership of the League. 


'SPANISH SOCIALIST 


PLEADS “ PACIFISM” 


ys “ world-wide reputation for pacifism” 
4 was referred to by Senor Basteiro, 
veteran Spanish socialist leader, who was 
on trial for his life in Madrid on Saturday. 

The accused man told the members of 
the court-martial that he was even more 
strongly opposed to communism than to 
fascism, and he ended by thanking the 
prosecutor for testifying to his “honourable 
character.” 

Counsel for the defence had previously 
explained that Sefior Basteiro’s only 
object in accepting the presidency of the 
National Council of Defence had been to 
secure peace by organizing the surrender 
of Madrid. Because he believed he had 
committed no crime, he did not flee the 
country. 

He was sentenced to 30 years’ imprison- 
ment—tantamount to a “life” sentence. 


We Didn’t Say It 


“Peoples that delight in war do not flourish 
for long. If you want to survive it is better to be 
a sheep than a wolf. The most stable civiliza- 
tions have been those of Asia—India and China, 
which are not bellicose. Japan has, I think, 
taken the wrong course, and will pay the pen- 
alty.” 

—Dean Inge Evening Standard. 
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By JOHN 


Three Men Tried. By Edgar Stern-Ru- 
barth. Duckworth. 12s. 6d. 


HATEVER their virtues, they were 

* certainly a hard-boiled trio: Gustav 
Stresemann, Aristide Briand and Sir 
Austen Chamberlain; but in the three 
hundred pages under review, Herr Edgar 
Stern-Rubarth, playing hard on the vox 
tremolo, does what he can to drown the 
voice of cynicism and his heroes take the 
stage as shining lights in the cause of 
peace, freedom, democracy and all the 
other ingredients proper to the making of 
a brave, new world. 

Actually, it is difficult to recognize Sir 
Austen for the psychological tough he un- 
doubtedly was. As for Briand, in spite of 
all Herr Rubarth’s efforts to fit him with a 
halo, he will be chiefly remembered as the 
renegade Socialist who, when in power, 
smashed the French railwaymen’s strike by 
calling up the strikers as conscripts. 

Stresemann, in a way, compels one’s sym- 
pathy. I suppose, in his heart, he never 
really meant anyone any harm, But he 
was the hard-headed type without a gleam 
of imagination. His job was certainly no 
sinecure and he was an incompetent in 
any case, but he had one outstanding 
quality—a bull-like stubbornness. He did 
stick it out to the end—died in his boots, 
so to speak—and for that, I associate my- 
self to a certain extent with Herr Rubarth’s 
adulation of his hero. Of course, it could 
never have cccurred to Stresemann to step 
down and let somebody more competent 
take his place. 


Political Memoir 


However, with this expression of my 
personal disagreement with Herr Rubarth’s 
estimate of his three merry men and their 
historical stature, I discontinue further 
adverse comment and unreservedly con- 
cede that he has written an extremely 
interesting political memoir, covering the 
fourteen years of the German Democratic 
Republic’s struggle for existence—‘ the 
fourteen years of shame” as Adolf Hitler so 
characteristically calls them. 

As to the author himself, he is another 
of Hitler’s victims, although he doesn't 
make a song and dance about it. He fought 
in the Great War, winning an Iron Cross 
of the first class. Afterwards, as editor-of 
various German newspapers of liberal 
tendencies, he enthusiastically supported 
the cause of the League of Nations and was 
intimate with Stresemann throughout his 
period of power. 

With Hitier's rise came banishment for 
Herr Rubarth, who for the past three years 
has made London his home, earning his 
living as a journalist. This is his first book 
in our language and it certainly does him 
credit. He writes fluently and easily in 
crisp. graphic English. As a specimen of 
reportage. I rank it with George Slocombe’s 
The Tumult of the Shouting, which is 
easily the best thing of its kind written by 
an Englishman 


Result of Versailles 


It was the Right Honourable David 
Lloyd George who coined the memorable 
phrase in reference to the late enemy: 
“We'll squeeze ’em till the pips squeak!” 
It has the virtue of describing accurately 
the attitude of the victors. The German 
delegates returned home from Versailles to 
tell their people in a phrase just as memor- 
able, that the next phase in the history 
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of the German nation was a “a march of 
forty years through the desert.” 

Bad? Undoubtedly, but Germany was 
still, in spite of all, a democratic republic— 
not the republic or the democracy of which 
Karl Liebnecht and Rosa Luxembourg had 
dreamed, worse luck!—but still a republic 
with a constitution and a freely elected 
parliament. And now, against the greed 
and persecution of the _ victory-blinded 
Allies headed by Lloyd George, Clemen- 
ceau and Orlando, that republic had to fight 
desperately for survival. 

Herr Rubarth’s book is the story of that 
struggle. The spirit of revenge was 
rampant. “We'll make ’ern pay!” The 
Hun was down, so kick him, rub his face 
in the gutter, pick his pockets, starve him! 
It was God's own justice! Treason to 
doubt it! And all the time, in the dark 
womb of the Future, Something was stir- 
ring. ... History shaping itself, grim, 
bloody, monstrous. 


Macdonald’s Stand 


It was the late James Ramsay Macdonald 
who, in company with a few other 
enlightened minds, gave utterance to the 
realization that while the revengeful spirit 
of the Versailles settlement prevailed, there 
could be neither peace nor recovery in 
Europe, that Europe’s redemption depended 
on the resurrection of a new Germany from 
the ashes of the old. 

In George Lansbury’s phrase, it was time 
for “a change of heart.” And so the spirit 
of Locarno took shape and, after months of 
tedious wrangling, jealous heart-burnings, 
secret talks, at last came into being. It 
came like a renaissance breath blowing 
away the poisonous stench of the dark ages. 
It was a sun-burst over Europe. And to his 
eternal credit it was Ramsay Macdonald 
who made it possible. Without him, Herr 
Rubarth, it could never have been! So, 
seven long years after the end of the war 
to end war, was signed the first political 
agreement between the victors and the 
vanquished. 


Lost Opportunities 


Of course, it all means nothing today. 
And we know whose fault that is. The 
sequel is the tragedy of lost opportunities. 
Political short-sightedness, chicanery in 
high places, fear, suspicion, greed, the filth 
and garbage of power politics were just 
a few of the items that contributed to 
Locarno’s doom. And then, of course, that 
man of straw, Stresemann, who always did 
the wrong thing! In 1923 he had butchered 
the communists who had risen in revdlt in 
Saxony. Bolshevik canaille! But, as Herr 
Rubarth casually admits, “he had dealt 
gently with the Right Wing putschists in 
Munich: Ludendorff, Hitler and Von 
Lossov.” (!) Ah, well let's call it a day. 

Our author goes on to the Briand-Keilogg 
Pact and gives us brilliant close-ups of all 
the big noises who made history on that 
occasion. 


A Signpost 
It is at the Lausanne conference, called 
for the purpose of cancelling the German 
reparation debt, that our author, accom- 
panied by his assistant, Miss Nica Ditt- 
mann, is provided with a story that “ was a 
sure signpost to the road which France and 


Germany were to follow.” 

The next day all was settled and signed, and 
when Herriot came down the stairs in 
MacDonald’s_ hotel, a dense crowd barred his 
way, excitedly cheering. He, too, seemed to be 
excited, for when he met, at the foot of the 
stairs, Miss Dittman and a young French 
Jady journalist, he flung his arms round them, 
and with quip about Franco-German under- 
standing, bestowed a smacking on the cheek of 
each, at which the applause rose to fever pitch. 

But when we got back to our headquarters the 
German victim was haughtily and furiously 
reprimanded by Baron von Neurath, who as Am- 
bassador to Italy, had known her from her 
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Six months after Lausanne, on January 
30, 1933, Hitler’s Utopia came into being, 
and the chapter entitled ‘“ Squandered 
Inheritance,” brings Herr Rubarth’s book 
to an end. In his summing up, he confesses 
that his long intercourse with politics and 
diplomacy “ has left me somewhat sceptical 
as to the value of exalted, high-sounding 
principle for the government of mankind.” 
He believes that an enlightened despot 
might bring more justice, freedom, progress 


Road to Munich 


to his people than even an absolute demo- 
cracy: 

For democracy such as was and, to a limited 
extent, is still practised in France, USA, and 
above all in Great Britain, is after all but the 
obscure, unconfessed dictatorship of one group 
over the others, mitigated by the necessity of 
handing over the books one day to the minority 
of today, and facing the reckoning. 


I don’t quarrel with the passage quoted 
but I postulate that Democracy, like 
Christianity, is something that has never 
been tried. 


Three Deadly Sins 


Herr Rubarth places three deadly sins to 
Adolf Hitler’s account which it seems to 
him weigh heavier than all murders, 
brutalities, lies, spoliations committed in 
his name: 

In “ welding Germany together,” in destroying 
what intellectual remnants of the old political 
system has survived—in centralizing everything. 
including the whole spiritual and cultural life 
of the nation, and making it subservient to his 
own crudely shaped conception of the machinery 
of power, Hitler has destroyed the very source 
of Germany’s intellectual ana moral strength. 
And in doing so he has robbed the world of one 
of its chief aids to progress. Murder, perjury, 
injustice, might be forgiven in a maniac who be- 
lieved he was committing them for a great cause. 
But this was a sin against the Holy Ghost itself, 
against humanity. 

. .. But there remains another grief, 4 second 
crime. Under von Papen's rule, which favoured 
the Nazi’s rise rather than prevented it, the 
maximum quota of the electorate Hitler ever 
won over was thirty-six percent... Two months 
before Hitler’s appointment, it had decreased to 
less than thirty-three percent. All subsequent 
elections were ... falsified. And it is therefore 
safe to guess that the Nazis neither had, nor 
have, more than a third at most of the popula- 
tion behind their banners... . 

... Finally they have destroyed the tender 
plant of Humanism, the seed of which had been 
planted at Locarno, and in its place they are 
planting the conviction that the most shameless 
egoism of a nation, or the mere personal ambi- 
tion of its ruler, is the only cause to die for. 

“Three men tried . . .” concludes Herr 
Rubarth pathetically, tried presumably to 
save Europe for democracy. Anyway they 
failed because not one of the three were 
democrats. Neither, it will be seen, is the 
author of this book, which does not in the 


least detract from its interest. 


Challenge ‘to 


The Price of Leadership. By John Middleton 
Murry. Student Christian Movement Press. 53. 
TILL another challenge to the Churches to 

return to Christianity. In this important and 
trenchant “Recall to Christianity,” Mr. Murry 
sets out to show that only by a truly 

Christian education of democracy can we escape 

the inevitable doom of material-democratic 

nationalism. 

Mr. Murry sketches the rise of the merchants 
and lawyers in the fifteenth century side by 
side with the introduction of the public school 
system of education as the preserve of the newly 
rich. Education of the ruling class thus divorced 
from the Church, the Church, saddled with 
worldly possessions and lacking true saintliness, 
became the easy prey of the Tudor monarchs. 

The spoils of the Church were thrown to the 
possessing classes, from which point wealth be- 
came the qualificaton for entry into the ruling- 
class, with the inevitable result that wealth- 
accumulation became the ruling passion of the 
most energetic and enterprising elements in the 
nation. As Mr. Middleton Murry writes, 
“English saintliness had found its account in this 
world.” 

Foundations of Empire 

Aided by natural resources, this abounding 
energy became the foundation upon which Great 
Britain became supreme in commerce, and upon 
which the British Empire was built. 

Christianity thus became largely an emotional 
experience losing its “catholic” outlook with its 
emphasis on humane wisdom and learning. Re- 
ligion became a man’s private business between 
himself and his Maker and the ability and will- 
ingness to read the Bible the key to salvation. 

To this divorce between Christianity and 
politics, for “ politics” in its true sense is “the 
art of governing,’ and the acquiescence of the 
Church in the evils of modern industrialism and 
imperialism, we owe the impotency of institu- 
tional religion today. A Church which is con- 
cerned only with the salvation of its own soul— 
by which is often meant the preservation of its 
own prestige and the conservation cf _ its 
“rights” neither desires nor deserves to exercise 
any influence for righteousness upon the ruling- 


class. 
Public School System 

Mr. Murry, somewhat to his own surprise, 
finds much to admire in the public school system, 
He notes the value of the public schcol’s in- 
sistence on the formation of character rather 
than on the “memorizing intelligence.” A 
public school system imbued with Dr. Arnold’s 
conception of education directed to the inculca- 
tion of social responsibility based on the con- 
viction that the national society is a Christian 
“society “whose purpose is to strive to realize 
the Kingdom of God on earth, which must be 
open to every section of the community with 
complete impartiality.” 

The author sums up the price of leadership in 
the world today as the conception clearly seen 
and firmly held that what is in issue today is 
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Friends Present 


Bust to “G.L” 


(* ATHERED, as the Rev. Henry Carter 

put it, “ as a society of friends—friends 
of G.L.”—a number of the admirers and 
colleagues, in various causes, of George 
Lansbury witnessed the presentation to 
him in Friends House, London, last Thurs- 
day, of a portrait bust of himself. 

The Master of Christ’s College, Cam- 
bridge (Canon Charles Raven), who pre- 
sided over the gathering, said it was 
because of a fullness of personality about 
George Lansbury that they honoured him. 
He had “the courage of the morning after, 
which is so much greater than mere 
audacity.” 


“NOT DISMAYED ” 


Canon Raven added: “Ve know that 
George Lansbury is not dismayed nor 
deterred by the pain that any courageous 
action must involve.” 

Mr. Barrow Cadbury called upon the 
sculptor, Mr. Yussof Abbo, to unveil his 
work—a head-and-shoulders reproduction 
in bronze—and formally presented it to 
Mr. Lansbury. 

Other speakers included Dr. C. E. M. 
Joad, the Mayor of Poplar (Mr. Gilbertson), 
Mr. Isaac Foot, Mr. Norman Bentwich, and 
Lord Ponsonby. 

In reply, George Lansbury recalled what 
many have heard him say before—that 
“nobody is as good as his friends say and 
think he is, or as bad as those who are 
opposed to him say he is.” 

“T think toleration is the greatest need 
today,” he went on: “There is so much 
hatred in the world—hatred that seems 
justified. But I am quite sure you cannot 
beat down that kind of thing by imitating 
its 

No Need To Despair 

“T do not believe there is any reason to 
despair. I cannot myself accept as certain 
the idea that humanity, even now, with all 
the signs and portents, is going to rush, 
as it were, down the deep slopes to 
destruction. 

“ And so I would ask you to do your best 
—and believe me, I am not an ostrich, 
hiding my head in the sand—to preserve 
your faith and preserve your courage.” 


the Churches 


the life or death of a Christian civilization. The 
complete disregard for Christian principles in 
international relationships found its first cynical 
expression in the attitude cf England and rrance 
toward Germany in 1918. This ignoring of the 
Christian origins of our civilization marked the 
first step on the path to the worship of the nation 
involving us in a skein of evil. from which a 
time-serving and apostate Church can only offer 
the same escape as the Dictators themselves, 
“the massing of Might on the side of Right.” 


Lead, Not Follow 

Here then is a fresh challenge to the Churches 
to lead and not to meekly follow at the heel of 
national imperialism. In a fine phrase quoted 
by a speaker in Kingsway Hall recently. “the 
magnitude of the failure of Christianity today is 
the measure of its opportunity.” 

If it be true, as the Bishops ard clergy never 
tire of telling us, that war is both sin and the 
result of sin, and that only Christ can save the 
world from the consequences of that sin, has 
not the hour struck for the Church to take up 
the challenge, and for our religious leaders to 
return to their true allegiance. We have had 
enough “ Recalls to Churchism.” Will not His 
Grace of Canterbury accent the responsibility of 
“Primate of All England” and issue a “ Recal) 


to Christianity? ” 
C. G. Holland 
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Coercing Neutral States :: Air Raid 
Precautions in Schools 


WE hear a great deal about the efforts 

that Germany is making, by threats 
and bribes to draw to her side Bulgaria, 
Rumania, Yugoslavia and other minor 
Powers. Do we take note of the screw that 
is being put upon the Northern Neutrals 
and Switzerland to induce them to join the 
Grand Alliance between Britain, France 
and Russia? 


One after another these smaller States, 
as well as Holland, Belgium and the Scan- 
dinavians have declared their intention to 
remain neutral and to reject any guarantees 
of their security. A leading Finnish paper 
alludes to our “impudent advice.” The 
Latvian Foreign Minister, when asked 
whether he did not trust a British guarantee 
of independence, shrewdly replied that he 
did and that this independence included her 
sovereign right to determine now whether 
she would accept guarantees. 


In view of the results of the guaranteeing 
of Abyssinia by the whole League of 
Nations, this shyness is not surprising. 


Nevertheless, these States are menaced 
with the protection of Russia, whether they 
consent or no. On July 5, The Times had 
a humorous leader on the haggling between 
France, Britain and the USSR, asserting 
quite truly that it is hard to see what it is 
all about, since France has tied herself to 
Russia and Britain has tied herself to 
France. But the article concluded with the 
very sinister remark that the smaller Baltic 
countries must know that if war were 
actually to break out between Germany and 
Russia, “they would inevitably be drawn 
in, for command of the Baltic would be a 
principal objective of both parties and the 
ports of the maritime States would be prizes 
of incalculable value, which each belligerent 
would be determined to win.” 


If Mr. Winston Churchill became a 
prominent member of our Cabinet, can 
anyone believe that he would forgo such 
a prize? 

We are always being called upon to ad- 
mire the fact that the Triple Alliance is 
composed of non-aggressive Powers. True 
they are not aggressive so long as nothing 
is to be gained by aggression. Who is? 
But let any of them think that winning a 
war depends upon their invasion of a 
neutral (as Belgium was invaded by Ger- 
man and Greece by the Allies in the World 
War) and we shall find that the estimated 
military and naval advantage and not any 
honourable undertakings will determine 
whether there shall be aggression. 


But the ANied Aggfessors would call their 
aggression “ guarantee—defence—collective 
security "; perhaps even claim that it was 
a necessary step toward “Federal Union.” 
The Nazis have called their aggressions 
“ Liberation.” 


Let us beware of words. War, by any 
other name, should smell as foul to clear- 
minded pacifists. 


H. M. SWANWICK. 
Maidenhead. s 


| Hugh Bingham 


May I be permitted to add a few words of 
tribute to the memory of the late Hugh Bingham. 
Inadvertently I had missed all previous reference 
to his injury and death; so the tribute of the 
Rev. Fred J. Pope has come to me as a terrible 
shock. Since the period Hugh spent in Swansea 
two winters ago, in close co-operation with my- 
self as then secretary of the Swansea PPU,*I 
have held him as a great personal friend. 


Hugh, I always felt, was not only a thoroughly 
sincere Pacifist and Socialist, but also possessed 
a very clear understanding of the politica? and 
social implications of our pacifist faith He 
eombined with this a really generous and in- 
telligent desire to serve his fellow-men in the 
best possible way. 


Just before starting for Palestine he wrote 
to me of the problem there: “The real trouble 
is with the clash of interests of the Jews and 
the Arabs with those of British Imperialism. It 
could be solved without aH this clashing of 
arms which is now going on—by 2 Britain more 
interested in the welfare of the peoples can- 
eerned than in its own prestige and interest.” 


T feel a tremendous sense of personal! loss, but 
at the same time a definite strengthening, by 
Hugh's example, of my pacifist faith, at a time 
when it is apt to be subject ta some trials and 


doubts. 
~E. ALUN WILLIAMS, 


Leag 
28 Eversley Road, Sketty, Swansea. 
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"THE great thing we should aim for 
now is the repeal of the Military 
Training Act. Conscription is new 
the law of the land, but it is not im- 
possible for the Act to be repealed. 


! 
| 


It will only remain if we accept it 
in our mind that it will remain. At 
the next general election all candi- 
dates must be challenged; at all publie 
meetings we must raise the question. 
We must make it a real, vital, impor- 
tant question. 


If we keep up the agitation, the Act 
will not remain upon the Statute Book 
for long. If we aceept it as inevitable 
then it will remain. We must build 
a national movement and have 
branches in every town. We must be 
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REPEAL THE ACT 
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prepared to give time and money for 
the cause. Faith without work is 
dead. 


A minority with real courage can 
make the Act go. The courage of the 
early Apostles, courage like Gandhi 
possesses, like that of the pioneers of 
the trade union movement, the six 
men of Dorset, is what is needed. If 
we say the young men of this nation 
will not be dragged into a machine to 
wage war on the young men of other 
nations, and if we make up our minds 
that we will give no government peace 
till the Act is repealed, that will be 


the end of it. 
JOHN BALLINGER. 


41 Copthall Road, Handsworth, 
Birmingham, 21. 
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P.P.U. and Policy 


"THERE must be others in the Peace 
Pledge Union who, like myself, are not 
altogether happy in it. The PPU is an ex- 
cellent movement, and I, for one, am grate- 
ful for its very existence. Nevertheless, 
the very nature of its constitution makes 
the formulation of a specific policy and 
obligations on its members to work for the 
attainment of this policy impossible. 

This looseness in constitution has its ad- 
vantages but its greatest disadvantage, I 
believe, is that it precludes or makes more 
difficult the possibility of dynamic drives at 
psychological moments, and this is ob- 
viously a weakness. A few months ago the 
PPU would not affiliate to the No Conscrip- 
tion League. Now that conscription is on 
the Statute Book the movement as such 
opposes it, but it still does not say what it 
really intends to do about it, because it 
cannot. 

Personally, 1 should like to see a body of men 
and women pledging themselves to the attain- 
ment of a real peace policy on the lines, for 
example, laid down in Professor Joad’s book 
Why War? 

Even a small but intensely active group of 
persons using every available means to bring be- 
fore the public the necessity for a new world peace 
conference and disarmament, and laying bare 
the true facts about war, would, I think, have 
a greater effect on the people than the PPU with 
its 127,000 members. The PPU with its wider 
appeal has its purpose to serve, but I think that 
a smaller group of people should be formed to 
make as great effect as possible within the 
political field and on current events. 

Perhaps those who find what I have written 
of interest and who may wish to help to form 
such a group will write to me at 13 Duke’s 
Avenue, Chiswick, London, W.4. 

JOHN PRIEST. 

13 Duke’s Avenue, Chiswick, W.4. 


In discusing the merits of the pamphlet 
Think Again a member pointed out the use of 
the word “capitalism” and expressed the view 
that there is a tendency for PPU publications 
to use terms which are very apt to alienate 
these members who are not politically minded 
and are certainly not Socialists. 

This view found quite a large amount of sup- 
port, and having heard that the original No Con- 
scription Fellowship suffered considerably be- 
cause it becarne the instrument for Left wing 
propaganda, it is very necessary that we should 
still conduct our work on strictly non-party 
lines. 

Surely it is possible to refrain from using 
terms in our leaflets which give the casual 
reader the idea that we are a “Red” organiz- 
ation. 

E. S. SPENCER. 

178 Aldborough Road, Ilford. 


“Assuming Hitler Wants 


War 2? 


Having read a copy of Peace News of 
June 28, I am wondering if your campaign 
is of any use. 

Every man in this country, at least, is a 
pacifist at heart, what benefit he has by 
being so, FE cannot see. 

Assuming that Hitler wants war. What 
are we to do if we or our allies are attacked 
-join the Peace Pledge Union or defend 
ourselves? Why shouldn’t we have an 


It the Nazis Came 


I HAVE been reading with a good deal of 

interest Bertrand Russell’s article (or 
excerpt from it) which you published in 
your June 30 issue. 


Assuming that the nation would be out- 
and-out pacifist if the Nazi Government 
were in power in this country, matters 
would very probably follow the course 
outlined by Mr. Russell. But would 
the Nazi Government stop where he 
assumes they would stop? “Whatever they 
touched would instantly become paralysed, 
and it would soon be evident, even to them, 
that nothing was to be made out of Eng- 
land unless the population could be con- 
ciliated.” 

Is it to be further assumed that the Nazis 
would pack up and go home disgusted and 
a little annoyed? I wish I could think so! 
I will carry on the assumptions where Mr. 
Russell conveniently leaves them. 


If the nation proved completely pacifist in 
its attitude, the first thing the Nazis would 
do would be to stop the distribution of food 
supplies to all but their own crowd. Events 
have shown, in my opinion, that they would 
not hesitate to adopt such a measure in 
order to achieve their aim of domination. 
Would the nation, individually and col- 
lectively, be willing to die like flies? There 
would be desperate action all over the 
country in the shape of riots, &c., which 
would, of course, be playing into the Nazi 
Government’s hands. 


Another equally valid assumption is that 
the Nazis would just herd us all together 
in separate communities and pack us in lots 
to Germany, replacing us by their own 
natives. If we resisted we should <zain 
deny our creed of pacifism, and be callously 
murdered. 

These azz assumptions, be it noted, but 
are just as valid as those of Mr. Russell’s, 
but they point to conclusions which ap- 
parently are not reached by Mr. Russell. 


I agree that war wins nothing and settles 
nothing. I cannot, however, blink at what 
appears to me to be an assumption with 
almost the authority of fact; that is, that 
if England, France, Belgium, and Poland 
were to become strictly pacifist, the Nazi 
temperament being what it is, life in those 
countries would not be worth living. 

Like other thinking men, I am eager to 
get enlightenment in these war-shadowed 
days. 

H. HEIGHTON. 


“Ralmur,” 31 Forest Drive, Woodford Green, 
Essex. 


On With The Job 


A Christian Scientist, no less, owned to 
me that newspapers mesmerized her. I 
have been taught now that it is best to get 
on with one’s own little bit for peace, and 
without entirely losing sight of the move- 


army and ARP workers? That is our reply ments in the opposite camps, to steep one- 
to the war-mongers. We didn’t start the self in peace literature that courage is 
Secretary, Swensea Ne Conscription trouble, so you should take your campaign maintained. 


to the people who did. 
Leeds. A.R P. 


AGNES WATSON MACKAY. 
& Gambier Terrace, Liverpool, L, 


HE matter of air-raid and gas-mask drill 

in schools, which has been raised by 

Wilfrid Goom, and which is the subject of 

a letter from Doris and Ronald Gundry, is 

one the importance of which to all pacifists 

who are the parents of children of school 
age cannot be over-estimated. 


Although the Ministry of Education de- 
clared that the introduction of such drill in 
schools would have an extremely undesir- 
able psychological effect on the mixds of im- 
pressionable children, this objection appears 
to have been over-ruled by those who con- 
sider this a minor objection compared with 
the importance, to them, of organizing the 
nation on a war footing. 


Children have logical minds, and will 
desire to know why they have to wear gas- 
masks. If the reply is given, as it probably 
will be, that it is to protect them from the 
evil men of some other country, it is in- 
evitable that children will grow up with the 
idea firmly implanted in their minds that 
“foreigners” are people who bomb school 
children. Unless their teacher is herself 
or himself opposed to such instruction, the 
child will almost certainly not be told that 
the young men of this country are also 
being trained as professional “baby-killers.” 


I suggest, therefore, that letters of protest 
should be sent to every Director of Educa- 
tion concerned, and that he be informed that 
the writers do not wish their children to 
attend school at such times as this instruc- 
tion is given. This could then be followed 
by letters to Members of Parliament, de- 
manding that the matter be ventilated in 
the House of Commons. 


WILLIAM J. LYON. 
6 Church Road, Gatley, Cheadle, Ches. 


Refugees 


The plight of the refugees is one of the most 
poignant sorrows of war and totalitarian perse- 
cution. It is no use thinking they are people 
unlike ourselves, used to hardships, insecurity 
and homelessness. They are not; they are just 
the same kind of home-loving humans as the 
rest of us, and we must all see the possibility of 
the same fate happening to any one of us in 
these uncertain days. 


So it behoves us to help while we can, and I 
want to plead with your readers to enable the 
War Resisters’ International to aid as many as 
is possible. There are many Germans, Austrians 
and Czechs known to our members, who are 
forced to leave home and all their possessions 
and their friends. They are without hope for 
the future unaided, but if only we have money 
we can help them to a new life in a new country. 


In the last six months we have been able to 
emigrate about thirty people to the following 
countries: Colombia, Cuba, Mexico, Paraguay, 
Australia, Turkey, and one man is -ailing shortly 
for New Zealand. 


We shall most gratefully receive help for the 
many other hardpressed refugees who are ready 
to follow them. The need is so urgent. Gifts 
may be addressed to me, 

A. RUTH FRY, 
War Resisters’ International. 
11 Abbey Road, Enfield, Middx. 


“‘Regnego” 


Your readers would perhaps appreciate the 
opportunity and the freedom to compare the 
proposals of Federal Union, with those of 
Regnego, an organization in existence before Mr. 
Streit’s book was written. 

Regnego exists as the nucleus of a World 
State and relies for support on the freely given 
allegiance, not of governments (as in the Federal 
Union Scheme) but of individuals, of all races 
and nations. By the scheme, world political 
union can come into being, :s soon a: sufficient 
individuals give it the support of membership— 
there is no need to wait for governments. 

The latter, actually in possession of sove- 
reignty, are unlikely to be ready to surrender it; 
the individual, on the other hand, has no 
sovereignty to surrender—for him it is a case cf 
transferring allegiance from a national to a 
world government. And since the former 
plainly cannot, and the latter as plainly could, 
énsure security and erder for all the Regnego 
scheme seems more hopeful, and to have definite 
advantages over that of Federal Union. 


The Regnego Headquarters are at Ipswich, 
Suffolk, England. 
MEMBER OF REGNEGO. 


i" is literally impossible to publish all 


the leHers we receive. 


Other things being equal, letters of 
not more than 200 words stand the best 
chance of publication. 


; 
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SOHN BARCLAY writes from Room 13: 


GETTING RID 
OF THE 
“HUMP” 


ONDAY morning usually means a 

heavy post, and today (as I write) was 

no exception. The prevailing note is cheer- 

ful and therefore cheering. The tension 

under which we are all living is terrific 

and if allowed to continue means a break 
at the weakest point. 


The first sign of a coming strain is de- 
pression—and as you know from hearing 
weather reports on the wireless—a depres- 
sion is usually followed by unsettled con- 
ditions. Once get into a state of settled 
depression and a loss of vitality and you 
get the “hump.’ The only way to get rid 
of the “hump” is as Kipling wrote: 


The cure for this ill is not to sit still, 
Or frowst with a book by the fire; 
But to take a large hoe and a shovel also, 
And dig till you gently perspire. 


In other words, to be up and doing. 


The muddle and futility of the present 
situation is depressing beyond words, but 
there is work and plenty of it. 


Group activity has never been greater. 
Every day brings news of some further 
extension and the best news is that which 
indicated self-determination or decen- 
tralization 

How is this for an example, taken from 
this morning’s bag and representative of 
many others: 

Surrey find themselves not directly represented 
by the new system of “* Council” election. Their 
area comes between London and Hampshire, so 
they have decided to run their area for them- 
selves. To this end they have elected a com- 


mittee which has outlined the following plan. 
J. All the towns, villages and hamlets in 


PPU Page 


PEACE NEWS 


which one or more members live are to be con- 
nected with the nearest group. 

2. The catchment” area left was marked off 
on a map. 

3. This co-ordination gives them a number of 
centres (15 to be exact) round which to centre 
activity. 

4. All groups in the county (over 30) are to 
receive a letter to find out 

(a) What towns and villages they now cover. 

(b) What sort of work they are doing. 

(c) What help they require. 

(d) Suggestions for area work. 

(e) The number of members 
group meetings—and how 
active. Q 

5. Following on the magnificent lead given 
them ty the West Kent region, Surrey are to 
have a publicity van. They reckon that 30 
groups paying ls. per week will finance this. 
(Other areas, please copy!) 

6. Not content with this purely domestic work 
they are calling a Surrey No Conscription 
League Conference—and once the pendulum 
starts swinging the clock of progress ticks away. 


who attend 
many are 


The purpose of all this organization is to 
revitalize the groups and stimulate local 
activity everywhere. 

Surrey have already two functioning 
regional committees—Croydon and Sutton 
—and another at Kingston nearly under 
way. 

Why not every county—why not now? 
As the latest slogan shouts at us all day, 
“We've got to be prepared ’’—for Peace! 


Harrogate Conference 

You have been warned—the closing date 
for applications is JULY 21. 

By that time I must make final arrange- 
ments for feeding and housing you all. We 
have a grand programme and already over 
200 have sent in their names. 

My experience is that last-minute appli- 
cations are to be expected—and I have 
allowed for about 30—so you still have a 
chance. 

10 days 50s.; 1 week 37s. 6d. 
Special week-end prices. 
A full programme will be sent if you write. 
Application form above. 


eid Ase SIRO A 
“Tramp Preachers’ 


HARROGATE CONFERENCE 
July 29—August 8, 1939 


NAME ...... aysis.nia wiateaie ote aceie a's cies aisle ies 
(in caps.) 

ADDRESS Wiss oi cie'siiccises eae oles s.0iecdececine 

I/we wish to attend from.......cceceeess 

Ci eae eetarale astern wee . 

*I enclose 

£ : s. d. in full payment 

£ : s; d. deposit (5s. per person) 


ordinary 
vegetarian 
Full 10 days, 50s.; 7 days, 
37s. 6d.; one weekend, 4 days. 
20s; 


*and desire diet. 


CHARGES. 
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Gain Recruits 


LREADY some recruits for the Peace 
Pledge Union have been obtained as a 
result of the tour of the East Midlands area 
by three “tramp preachers” which began 
the week before last. 


Although not much success can be recorded at 
Leicester, where the tour started, some of the 
meetings provoked interest — especially an 
address to the Labour League of Youth. 

At one meeting people from Coalville and 
Loughborough in the crowd afterwards inquired 
when the speakers would be visiting their own 
districts. 

In Glanfield a crowd of about 150 braved 
thunder and lightning to listen to the speakers. 
No PPU group exists in Glanfield but steps are 
to be taken to form one. The success of the 
meeting there is attributed to the fact that, the 
Methodist Minister announced the meeting and 
the village had been canvassed. 

Particulars of the “ tramp preachers'” itinerary 
and how PPU members can help their campaign, 
are obtainable from the chairman of the PPU 
East Midlands Area Committee, Mr. G. C. Bald- 
win, 1 Woodville Drive, Sherwood, Nottingham. 


What The Groups Are Doing 


ue following proposal on organization 

was adopted at last week's meeting 
of the London Group Leaders : 

1. That a chairman be appointed annually by 
the London Group Leaders’ meeting. 

2. That a secretary be appointed annually to 
draw up the agenda and keep minutes. 

3. That a small advisory committee be formed 
with powers of co-option for specific purposes. 

4. That Headquarters be represented at the 
meeting. 

5. That groups be encouraged to contribute to 
the agenda through the secretary. 


= The Notice 
Board 


Items must be received by MONDAY 
Meetings 


Birmingham.—Garden Fete, Saturday (July 
22) at 8 Hayfield Road, Moseley, opening at 3 


p.m. in aid of group refugee fund. Any gifts or | 


offers of help would be welcomed by Miss C. 
Shanks, 445, Moor Green Lane, Moseley, Birm- 
ingham 13, from whom admission tickets may be 
obtained, price 3d. 

Uford.—Open-air meetings held every Satur- 
day at 8.30 p.m. at corner of Wellesley Road 
and Cranbrook Road (near Ilford LNER 
station). Speaker this week, Albert Wood. 

Manchester.—Open-air meeting 


in Debdale send 


All present at the meeting were allowed 
to vote and nominations were asked for a 
chairman. Maurice Rowntree, John Bar- 
clay, Sybil Morrison, Alan Staniland, and 
Kenneth Lee were all proposed and secon- 
ded, and Maurice Rowntree was finally 
elected with a total of 24 votes. 

Nominations for the committee were 
taken and the following names were 
approved: Muriel C. Boldero, Kenneth A. 
Lee. Sybil Morrison, Samuel Peat, Albert 
Vincent, Maurice Rowntree and John Bar- 
clay. 

the committee was instructed to find a 
secretary from its own number, if possible, 
and submit the name for the approval of 
the next meeting. 

A vote of thanks to John Barclay for the 
spirit in which he had carried forward 
Loncon Group Leaders’ meetings, and for 
his untiring energy in making them so 
successful, was moved and carried unani- 
mously with great applause. 

It was left to the committee to decide if 
and when a meeting should be called for 


| August. and unless otherwise notified the 


next meeting will be held on Tuesday, Sep- 
tember 5. 

Groups in the London Area are asked to 
in suggestions, for the present to 


Park (Ardwick) on Sunday (July 16) at 8 p.m.| Maurice Rowntree, later to the secretary 


Poster parade from Belle Vue, commence from 
main entrance at 7 p.m. Volunteers urgently 
needed. 

Swanscombe.—Open-air meeting at 
Corner, Swanscombe, on Wednesday (July 19), 
at 8 p.m. All possible support needed. Details 
from Mr. Dufney, 152 Knockhall Road, Green- 
hithe. 

Paignton and Torquay.—Will members in this 
district look out for fortnightly meetings to be 
held on Paignton Green, commencing Sunday, 
July 23. Also fortnightly meetings at The Quay 
and Bolton Cross, Brixham. Next meeting at 
Bolton Cross on Friday, July 21, at 7.30 p.m. 

Cardiff.—Open-air meetings in Llandaff Fields, 
Cardiff every Sunday, at 8 p.m. Group meetings 
every Tuesday evening at 43 Charles Street. 
Mock tribunal on Wednesday, July 19, at 43 
Charles Street. 


Miscellaneous 

Birthdays.—Carmen Calahorro will be 14 on 
Sunday (July 16) and Olga Brocca will be 14 on 
Tuesday (July 18). Send greetings to WRI Home, 
“Les Tamarius,” Prats-de-Mollo, (Pyr. Or.) 
France. 

Dagenham PPU group urgently needs support 
in its distribution of pacifist literature on the 
occasion of the local ARP pageant tomorrow 
(Saturday). Will East London pacifists please 
rally to Kingsley Hall, Dagenham, at 2.30 p.m. 

Will COs who have to appear before the 
Cardiff Tribunal communicate with Mr. Fred 
Beard, Hon. Sec. of the Advisory Committee at 
Friends’ Meeting House, 43 Charles . Street, 
Cardiff, which will be open from 7 to 9 p.m. on 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. On 
Friday and Saturday, from 7 to 8 p.m., a mem- 
ber of the Committee will meet them at the 
Peace Stall in Cardiff Central Market. - 


lwhen elected, as to questions they desire 
|should be discussed at future group leaders’ 
xemp's meetings. 


“ J.B.” Beat the Band 
at Cranleigh 


OHN BARCLAY competed with the town 
band on the village green in an open-air 
meeting at Cranleigh (Surrey) on Saturday. 

He attracted a larger crowd than the band and 
he was able to speak while the band was play- 
ing lustily, and continued after they had 
stopped. There was much questioning from 
hostile imperialists. 

The meeting was the conclusion of a rally 
organized by the East Hants and West Surrey 
Region—and as a venture of faith was held on 
virgin soil outside the Region area. Groups 
represented were: Alton, Farnham, Haslemere, 
Godalming and Horsham. 

Twelve members took part in an effective 
poster parade—illustrated PPU posters on poles 
being used in addition to the Sandwich variety. 

In the afternoon John Barclay spoke at a 
meeting of PPU members. 


Busy Week at St. Albans 


EMBERS of the St. Albans group were busy 
last week, 

On the Monday night. five of them distributed 
The Warning leaflet outside the Capitol cinema, 
where a National Service campaign was in pro- 
gress. They also distributed leaflets on the 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday. . 

In addition, members were able to get rid of 
forty copies of the Peace Service Handbook. 


One copy was handed to the Mayor and 


Mayoress. 


New Group in Mill Hill 

LTHOUGH formed only two months ago, and 
having membership of only seven or eight 
people, the Mill Hill group has already aroused 
local interest. A 
Distribution of 1,000 copies of the Peace 
Service Handbook is at present being arranged; 
a joint meeting with the FoR will be held in 
the autumn. 
Anyone in the district who is interested is in- 
vited to get into touch with Mr. Ernest J. Baker, 

7 Trelawn Gardens, London, N.W.7. 


Tottenham Presents a Play 
HE Tottenham -group presented a pacifist 
play, Fast Bound, by Margaret Cropper, at a 
recent garden party of the North London FoR. 
This is a morality play, but is very modern in 
outlook and was well received by the audience. 


Glasgow Goes Ahead 


HE office which the Glasgow Region recently 

took over from the Scottish Council is now 

in working order. It is staffed during office 
hours by two enthusiastic volunteers. 

A speakers’ class, under the tutorship of Mr. 
J. D. Maclean, now meets every Tuesday. As a 
result of this the Region expects to have another 
fifteen or twenty speakers by the autumn for its 
panel of speakers. 

Tentative arrangements are in hand for the 
publication of a free monthly paper under the 
title The Glasgow Pacifist. The cost will be de- 
frayed as far as possible by revenue from 
advertising. 


Dick Sheppard House, 6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1! 
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‘Under the Oak Tree 


| FAR FROM 


LUXURIOUS 
By Theo Wills 


IT has been suggested that last week’s 
*“ Under the Oak Tree” may have caused 
a bad impression by seeming to admit that 
in some cases, although conditions were 
good enough in their homes and their 
parents had repeatedly reclaimed them, we 
have struggled to retain children here in 
comparative luxury, consuming money 
which is so hard to come by and which 
might so well be devoted to needier causes. 


. . > 


If the article conveyed crudely this, it was 
badly expressed. The position is as follows. 

Putting it brutally, we recently sent twenty- 
four children of republican families to Franco 
Spain. This act in itself requires all the justifi- 
cation we can find for it. It has, in fact, justi- 
fication, but it Has already caused anxiety, dis- 
tress and reproach among some of our 
sympathizers. 

Presumably, while bitterness against an enemy 
is out of place in Peace News, recognition of 
evil is not. The regime to which we have been 
obliged to abandon these children was capable 
of Guernica and is still committing atrocities. 

Recognizing this, and the fact that Spain is 
suffering the hardships which inevitably follow 
war, and, conceivably, stands in some danger 
of counter rebellion which would expose the 
children to the same perils from which we saved 
them, to resist reclamation until the last 
moment which decency permits is surely the 
mildest of precautions. 

Apart from this, a reclamation has net imme- 
diately to be taken at its face value. It may 
have been made because the parents were 
coerced by the authorities, or because the 
parents fear that their children as refugees in a 
foreign country must of necessity be far worse 
off than they would be even in Spain. or for 
some equally unsound reason. When we have 
suspected such to be the case. we have resisted 
repatriation. 


. . * 
Basque House conditions are far from 
luxurious. They may be better than those of our 


own distressed areas, but they are not a whit 
too good for any human child. 

It is out of sense of responsibility as much to 
our supporters as to the children and their 
parents that we have been careful about re- 
patriations. We hope that supporters will con- 
tinue to help us so that we may try to give a 
decent deal to the children stil! remaining with 
us. 

. . . 


This series, “ Under the Oak Tree,” is a weekly 
reminder of the Basque Children who are our 
proteges at Basque House, Langham, Colchester, 
Essex. ANH gifts in kind should be sent there. 

Donations, in cash or by cheque, should be 
sent to the Basque Fund, Peace Pledge Union, 
6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1. They will be 
most gratefully acknowledged. 


Any More “Bricks”? 


LJAVE you sent your contribution to the 
“Brick Fund” yet? 

Laurence Housman suggec!od at the 
opening of Dick Sheppard House, that 
every member should “be a brick” and help 
to pa; for the house by sponsoring one of 
the 124,000 bricks of which it is built. 


Up to Wednesday morning 


12,120 


bricks had been sponsored. 
Mr. Frank B. Middleton. accountant of 
the PPU, will be glad to receive any 


further contributions at Dick Sheppard 
House, 6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1. 
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Fortheoming | ENDING THE DEADLOCK 


EKvents 


As this is a free service, we reserve the 
right to select for publication notices sent 
in. We nevertheless desire to make it as 
complete a service as we reasonably can, 
and therefore urge organizers of events to 


1. Send notices to arrive not later than, 
Monday. 


2. Include : Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, 
street); nature of event; speakers, 
organizers (and secretary’s address)— 
preferably in that order and style. 


Today (Friday) 
LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m. 8 Endsleigh Gardens; 
Eric L. Dixon on “War Resistance Abroad”; 
PPU. 
LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m. 8 Endsleigh Gardens; 
Mock Tribunal for all COs; Fellowship of Con- 
scientious Objectors 
LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m. Hall of Crown Church 
of Scotland, Crown Court, Russell Street; Inter- 
national Evening; Knights of Peace. 


Tomorrow (Saturday ) 
MORPETH; 2.30 p.m. The Park; open-air mect- 
ing; A. Thompson; PPU Publicity Van. 
BLACKHEATH; 3 p.m. 7 Talbot Place (over- 
looking the Heath); Garden Party including 
open-air performance of The Invasion; admission 
3d.; PPU. 

LEICESTER; 3 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 
Prebend Street; East Midlands Area Committee 
Meeting; PPU. 

MANCHESTER 3 p.m. Dalton Hall, Conyngham 
Road, Victoria Park; Garden Party; display of 
Greek dancing, treasure hunt, sports, sideshows, 
&c.; PPU. 

CROYDON; 7.30 p.m. Katherine Street; open-air 
meeting: Ralph Mansell; PPU. 

LEICESTER; 8 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 
Prebend Street; H. Runham Brown on “ War is 
Silly ”; Leicester Advisory Bureau to Conscien- 
tious Objectors. 


Sunday, July 16 


LEICESTER; 3 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 
Prebend Street; meeting for COs only; 6.30 p.m., 
public worship addressed by H Runham Brown; 
Leicester Advisory Bureau for Conscientious 
Objectors, 

LONDON, E.; 3.30 p.m. Victoria Park; No Con- 
scription Rally; No Conscription League and 
East End Pacifist Council. 

PUTNEY HEATH; Open-air meeting; supporters 
meet at 7.15 p.m. by Zeetas at junction of High 
Street and Putney Hill; PPU. 

MANCHESTER; 7.45 p.m. Platt Fields; open-air 
meeting; PPU. 

EYNSFORD; 8 p.m. Open-air meeting; West Kent 
Publicity Van Unit; PPU. 

NEWCASTLE; 8 p.m. Town Moor, North Road; 
open-air meeting; A. Thompson; PPU Publicity 


Van. 
Tuesday, July 18 


LONDON, E.C.4; 12.10 p.m. 13 Paternoster Row; 
Lawrence Travers on “Peace and the Papacy”; 
City PPU group. 

LONDON, N.W.1; 1.20 p.m Friends House, Eus- 
ton Road; Rev. Victor Rhein on “When Demo- 
cracies Unite”; Peace Committee cf London 
Friends. 

CHESTER LE STREET; 8 p.m. Bridge End; open- 
air meeting; A. Thompson; PPU Publicity Van. 
ISLINGTON; 8 p.m. Hornsey Road Methodist 
Church; Mock Tribunal; Methodist Peace Fellow- 


ship. 
. Wednesday, July 19 


CARDIFF; 2.30 p.m. Llanishen House, Llanishen; 
Garden Party in aid of Basque Children’s Fund 
and Cardiff Refugee Fund; PPU. 
BOURNEMOUTH; 7.30 p.m. Open-air meeting at 
junction of Beaufort and Cranleigh Road; 
Messrs. Looder and Jackson; PPU. 
CRAWCROOK; 8 p.m. Main Street; open-air 
meeting; A. Thompson; PPU Publicity Van. 


Thursday, July 20 


LONDON, E.C.4; 1.10 p.m. 13 Paternoster Row; 
Rev. R. Sorensen on “Peace and Population”; 
City PPU group 

ST. ALBANS; 3 p.m. “Brooklands,” Upper Latti- 
more Road; Garden Party; Little Plays of St. 
Francis of Assissi, by Adelphi Tllayers; Mrs. 
Tutschova of Czechoslovakia and Mrs. Muriel 
Lester of International FoR; Colchester Peace 
Exhibition; PPU and FoR. 

LONDON, E.C.4; 6 p.m. 13 Paternoster Row; Dr. 
Philipp Paneth on “The Present Czech Situation”; 
City PPU group. 

BETHNAL GREEN; 8 p.m. Mansford Street; Rev. 
Alex Miller, and C. H. Haworth (chairman); 


PPU. 
Friday, July 21 


READING; 7.45 p.m. Folk House, Church Street; 
Mock Tribunal; chairman; Robert Pollard; FoR, 
Society of Friends and PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m. 8 Endsleigh Gardens; 
“Arguments we are up against”; an inter- 
member discussion; PPU. 


Saturday, July 22 
SOUTHAMPTON; 3 to 5 p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m. 
Temperance Institute, Carlton Crescent; one-day 
school; Andrew Stewart on “Can we really save 
the Peace?”; PPU. 

NEWTON ABBOT; 7 p.m. Market Square; Rev. 
J. O. Law, Rev. T. Cooke and Rev. D. Fraser; 
PPU. 

CROYDON; 7.30 p.m. Katherine Street; open-air 
meeting; Sybil Morrison; PPU. 


Sat. to Sat., July 22 to August 12 


NORMANDY, France; Chateau; Freneuse, sur 
Risle, Montfort, St. Philbert, Eure; International 
Summer Camp; details from The Camp Secre- 
tary, Youth House, 250 Camden Road, London, 
N.W.1. 


Sat., July 29, to Tues., Aug. 8 
HARROGATE; “Pannal ‘Ash College; PPU 
Summer Conference; particulars from John 
Barclay, Dick Sheppard House, 6 Endsleigh 


(Continued from page 7) 


failures over Manchukuo and Abyssinia have 
undoubtedly left us shaking with despair.” 


~ 


3. The failure of democracy in a growing 
number of countries: “The feeling grows that 
there is not perhaps one single country in which 
democracy is not in danger of more or less 
failing.” 


Conditions for a Solution 


Turning to an explanation of the present 
situation and the remedy for it, Senor de 
Madariaga said that the gradual ascent of 
reason in human affairs had now been 
shattered. But it was no use giving up 
reason, for it had not failed, it had been 
wrongly applied. 


“Any solution that we may like to en- 
visage,” he continued, “must fulfil a cer- 
tain number of conditions: 


“1. It must provide outlets for temper—for 
that which is not easily manageable by reason; 


“2. We must allow for variety. If we think 
that, because mankind is one, the different forms 
of it-can live under the same’spolitical form, we 
will again find ourselves disappointed. 


“3. Our solution must make allowance for 
growth. 


“4, Spirit must come before machinery. We 
must not have too much machinery. Let us 
have just as much body as the spirit can carry.” 


Turning to the question whether a federal 
union was possible, Senor de Madariaga said: 
“If it is not possible, the end of this civilization 
is certain. There is no other solution. It is 
indispensable that all those subjects which have 
already outgrown the national area should be 
handed over to a federal government of some 
kind.” 


This might sound revolutionary, but in some 
things it was really humdrum. The world’s 
postal services, for instance, were really run on 
this basis. 


Nevertheless, he wanted to make a few reser- 
vations. 


Firstly, they must not begin at the wrong end. 
They must not repeat the mistake of the League, 
which thought itself a government of the world 
before the world was ready for it. They must 
first cultivate the “world nation.” 


Secondly, they must not under-estimate the 
importance of nations. They needed first a 
federation of men of good will—men not con- 
nected with government. They should concen- 
trate on one idea—the idea of world unity. They 
could not unify the world merely by a 
mechanical, political arrangement. “Whatever 
arrangements we make for the ending cf 
national sovereignty, we must recognize the 
existence of nations.” 


Finally, however democratic they might feel, 
they must recognize that the problems of state- 
craft became more difficult as the sphere of 
operations grew wider, and the more difficult it 
became to refer them to the people. In such 
cases the people should be content with choosing 
their rulers and leaving the problems to them. 


Peace Movement’s Duty 


Dr. C. E. M. Joad, who followed, reviewed 
the policy that had been followed by the 
National Peace Council, organizers of the 
Congress, and indicated what he thought to 
be the logical development of that policy— 
particularly as set out in the National 
Petition for a New Peace Conference—in 
the present situation. 


Such a policy as the National Peace Council 
had proposed would be a counter to the “en- 
circlement” propaganda of Dr. Goebbels. Yet 
Lord Halifax’s latest speech had not said what 
we should be prepared to do. Agitation should 
be focused on that point. 


“There is,” continued Dr. Joad, “a growing 
need of supplementing this policy on the politi- 
cal side. We should add to our policy the 
obligation which lies on the whole peace move- 
ment to demand the abrogation of full national 
sovereignty. It is to that task primarily that 
we now set our hands.” In the power of the 
sovereign nation was the real menace to abiding 
peace, 


The next step was some. kind of federation cf 
States, of which the outstanding feature would 
be that the federation would arrogate to itself 
some of the functions of the nation-State. Dr. 
Joad caused amusement to his audience by 
answering Senor de Madariaga’s plea that we 
should not try to go too quickly. “If you’re going 
to cross an abyss,” he counselled, “it is unwise 
to do it in two jumps.” 


Showing how this would be an extension of 
the policy of the National Peace Council, Dr. 
Joad said that they had been advocating the 
abolition of economic barriers—now he advo- 
eated the abolition of political barriers. This 
policy might be difficult, but a beginning could 
be made in certain spheres. In Clarence Streit’s 
book, Union Now, there appeared a list of demo- 
cracies which could begin to put such a policy 
into practice. 


The pooled forces of such a union would be 
so strong, continued Dr. Joad, that it would be 
reasonably free from attack from outside. The 
individual would be reasonably free, for the 
danger to the individual came from the nation- 
State. 


To Break the Deadlock 


“You have two balance-of-power alli- 
ances, each seeking to be stronger than the 
other, and each waiting for an opportunity 
of catching the adversary at a disadvant- 


by making constructive proposals which 
will somehow supersede it.” 


Dr. Joad believed that neither pacifism nor 
collective security was adequate to the present 
situation. The federal union proposal, he 
thought, brought a suggestion of new hope into 
the “rather tired ranks of the peace army.” 

Answering a questioner from the floor at the 
end of his speech, Dr. Joad, said that the union 
would have to begin as a piecemeal bloc, sup- 
ported by nations with a similar way of life. 
But he hoped the advantages of belonging to 
the federal union would soon become so mani- 
fest that other nations would be wiling to join. 
They would be allowed to join provided they 
accepted the union’s arrangement for adminis- 
tration of those things which have got to be 
common. 


Senor de Madariaga, however, expressed him- 
self as doubtful about a federal union comprised 
of only the fifteen nations mentioned in Clarence 
Streit’s list, and preferred to go a little way at 
a time with all the States of the world. 


* Peace Action Now ” 


Opening the Sunday morning session on 
“Peace Action Now,” Mr. Gerald Bailey em- 
phasized the need for finding the greatest agree- 
ment on specific points. The National Peace 
Council (of which he is the Directing Secretary) 
had therefore been trying to concentrate in a 
field where the greatest co-operation was 
possible. The national petition campaign secured 
a wider and more genuine co-operation thau 
anything since the peace ballot in 1934. 


Mr. Newton Veitch, chairman of the Birming- 
ham Petition Committee, thought that the work 
of the petition committees was not finished, and 
urged that contact should be made with influent- 
ial people in Germany with a view to reaching 
some kind of agreement with them. He con- 
cluded by emphasizing the importance of bring- 
ing the churches into action. 


Mr. John Barclay (Peace Pledge Union) said 
that the permanent job of the peace movement 
in time of crisis was friendship and good 
humour which could always break through all 
forces arrayed against them. 


The dangers of national sovereignty were 
pointed out by Mr. C. D. Kimber (Federal 
Union). 


Mr. Maurice Dobb (Cambridge) criticized the 
tendency of the congress to discuss schemes 
which he alleged could only be effective when 
the problem of how to stop aggression in Europe 
had been solved. 


Mr. Oswald Clark (Doncaster) said that no 
scheme of federal union could take place with- 
out the German and Italian people, and he 
thought that the first duty of any peace con- 
ference was to try to influence those two peoples 
toward peace. 


Against Conscription 


Introducing the session on the Military Train- 
ing Act, the Rev. Henry Carter expressed him- 
self as against it “root and branch, now and 
always,” because it was “unquestionably a be- 
trayal of the hope of human progress,” because 
it was “a long step toward State absolutism,” 
and because it was “an invasion of moral free- 
dom.” 


There were four things they should do. Every 
conscientious objector should find that in every 
peace worker and peace lover he has a friend 
and a comrade. 


They should oppose the present Act. They 
should keep clearly before people the alter- 
native to the military method—“collaboration 
for the human good.” Finally, they should 
remember that the conscientious objectors would 
save the future for liberty. 


Fenner Brockway outlined the plan, pro- 
gramme, and strategy of opposition to the Mili- 
tary Training Act in relation to the various 
kinds of opposition, whether on grounds of 
principle or of policy. 

Speaking of the necessity for the coordination 
of the organizations opposing conscription, ine 
referred to the work of the National Joint 
Advisory Bureau. More than 250 local bureaux 
had also been set up, and their purpose must 
be to make effective the young men's stand and 
to support their dependents. 


Mr. Ronald Kidd recalled G. K. Chesterton’s 
“prophecy” before the war that they would all 
be “ticketed and labelled and our fingerprints 
taken, from the cradle to the grave.” Military 
conscription and demands in the press and else- 
where for industrial conscription made that less 
fanciful. 


The National Council for Civil Liberties, he 
said. was constantly advising peace-workers on 
legal points, and was willing to help conscien- 
tious objectors put their case, though, if they 
could, it was preferable to state their own case. 
Inquiries should be sent through the National 
Joint Advisory Bureau. 


Donald Bentley dealt briefly with the work en 
the International Voluntary Society for Peace 
“as a footnote to the chairman’s third point cf 
action—to keep clear the alternative way, 
‘collaboration for the human good.’” 

Mr. W. T. Parkin, of Bristol Peace Council, 


suggested that the Government’s purpose in 
introducing conscription was not only to train 


people to kill but also to train them not to}! 


oppose the Government. 
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| ACCOMMODATION | 


To Let 
FURNISHED BUNGALOW near sea; 3 bed- 
rooms, modern conveniences. August 12 te 


October.—Colwyn, Shaftesbury Road, Rustington, 
Sussex, 


WORTHING. Comfortably furnished house, 
near sea. Three bedrooms. Small garage. 
Every convenience.—38, Longley Road, Tooting. 


| EDUCATIONAL | 


GERMAN LESSONS, approved method for 
quick success, by Vienese pacifist, University 
student, living in London, S5.W. 12. Box 191, 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


PERSONAL 


WHO HAS RELATIVES or friends in Australia 
who would be willing to help a refugee to 
emigrate there? Ernst Weiniger, 2 Rotherfield 
Avenue, Bexhill-on-Sea. . 


VOLUNTARY HELPERS WANTED for Peace 
News Office Thursday afternoons, to pack par- 
cels, &c.—Apply Distribution Dept., Peace News, 
3, Blackstock Road, N.4 (Stamford Hill 6157). 


| ann RE 
{ SITUATIONS | 


Vacant 


DICK SHEPPARD MEMORIAL CLUB, Binney 
Street, W.1.—Warden wanted in sympathy with 
Dick Sheppard's ideals. N». restaurant respon- 
sibility. Can only offer 30s. per week.—Apply in 
writing to Paul Gliddon. 


Wanted 
EDUCATED WOMAN (32) desires iight post 
“au pair” with young children or elderly lady 
for August and September—Box 190, Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


| WHERE TO STAY | 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Vegetarian Food Re- 
form Guest House. Alt. 600ft. For nappy holi- 
day or restful recuperation. Increased accome 
modation. Central heating throughout; h. and c. 
water in all bedrooms. Central for conferences. 
—A. & K. S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, near 
Matiock, Telephone Ambergate 44 Station, 
Ambergate (L.MS.). 


RURAL Devon. Quiet, restful holiday. Pay- 


ing guests received. Comfortable modern 
cottage.—Vivian, Chittlehampton, Umberleigh, 
N. Devon. 


P.P.U. and A.R.P. 


The National Council of the Peace Pledge 
Union endorsed the Executive's decision to take 
no action in regard to a request that the Council 
should reconsider the question of ARP, &c., 
with a view to recommending, as the official 
policy of the PPU, a readiness to undertake 
“humanitarian service” apart from making, 
handling or training for the use of weapons of 
war. 
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That Pro-German |A Paeifist Commentary 


Will Labour Miss Its Opportunity ? 
Arms and the Money 
Recruiting from the Pulpit 


Jibe Again! 


(Continued from page 1) 


helped to produce Hitler and the Nazis. 
Today, while Europe again rushes toward 
the abyss, “ pro-Nazi” is the term applied 
to those who seek peace by any other 
method than getting ready for war. 
Confession is good for the soul, so I will 
admit we are pro-German, and pro-British, 
pro-French, pro-Russian—pro-mankind, in 
fact. (If you quote this, Mr. Hickey, quote 
in full, please—don’t .stop at “ pro- 
German.”) We are only anti-war. 


* 


OLUMNIST HICKEY acknowledged the 

‘ purity of the pacifist ideals of most 
members of the Peace Pledge Union. 

He told of the “ remarkably large amount 
of space” which Peace News devotes to 
“ material friendly to Nazi Germany.” He 
then turned to the “anonymous column ‘ by 
the Plain Man.’” 

All very sinister! Perhaps I should ex- 
plain that I write as “ the Plain Man” just 
because I am a plain man. My name would 
carry no weight if it appeared. (By the 
way, I hear that “ William Hickey” is an 
assumed name.) 

His next paragraph I quote in full: 

“This week ‘the Plain Man’ deals with 
Danzig. He doesn't think there will be a war 
about Danzig. He seems to think Hitler will get 
it. His view is that small nations must continue 
to be ‘thrown to the wolves’ until there is ‘a 
world movement toward a better scheme of '— 
apparently—colonia! distribution.” 

Is it so terrible to think there won't be 
a war over Danzig. Will the Daily Express 
feel disappointed if there isn’t? 

I seem to remember the Express telling 
its readers until recently that it believed 
“there will be no war in Europe this year 
or next year either’”—or words to that 
effect ; and that the British Empire should 
keep out of these Continental quarrels. 


* 


But. Danzig apart, the suggestion that I 
believe “small nations must continue 
to be ‘thrown to the wolves’. . .” might 
mislead people who didn’t read my article. 
“Must ” is so easily taken to mean “ought.” 

Here’s what I did write: 

“You see the danger? More and more crises; 
every time, a small nation being thrawn to the 
wolves in the name of ‘ peace’; every crisis being 
followed by more hectic arming by the big 
Powers; every State putting readiness for war 
above everything worth while; and at the end 
of it all... WAR, 

“Isn't it time we did something about it?” 

You will remember I also suggested how 
you could do something about it, if you 
wanted Britain “ to lead a world movement 
toward % better scheme of things.” And I 
didn’t say, or mean, colonial distribution. 

Colonies we possessed before the War 
could be offered freedom to govern them- 
selves, with such help as they liked to ask 
us for in health services, and so on. Terri- 
tory which “fell” into our lap after the 
War might have to be placed under a real 
international administration for a while. 


* 


‘TO quote Hickey again: 

“Last week ‘the Plain Man’ pleaded for 
‘understanding’ of Goebbels and his demand for 
*deeds not promises’ from London. He suggests 
—a little naively, even for a plain man—that if 
only Britain would lead resharing of world’s 
wealth, would give up territorial or other 
advantages gained in last war, would disarm, 
Nazi leaders wouldn’t work up anti-British feel- 
ing in Germany. 

“{ bet they wouldn’t! ” 

Such enthusiastic agreement is over- 
whelming! But I should explain that I 
didn’t say what the Nazi leaders would, 
or wouldn’t do. I declared that if Britain 
took the step I suggested, Goebbels’s 
minions just coyldn’t work up _ hatred 
against Britain. 

It’s a pity Hickey had only space to sum- 
marize other articles in last week’s Peace 
News he thought were also pro-Nazi. 

And that he devoted so much space to 
one who was, after all, but an anonymous 
contributor, when he could have matched 
himself against Bertrand Russell! 


* 


(CREDIT must go, however, where it is 
due. The heading to Hickey’s article 
was well up to Express standards. It was: 
“Eagle in Dove's Clothing? ” 
Rather an unkind description; but at any 
rate it’s better than being likened to an 
ostrich. 


CUT OUT FOR RETURNS 


14th July, 1939 


RE the hopes raised by Mr. Ernest 

Bevin’s speech at the Labour Party 
Conference in May about to be dashed? 

At the conference of the Transport & 
General Workers’ Union last week, he 
claimed there was no case for providing 
Germany with access to raw materials, and 
added: 


“You can neither negotiate with Nazi-ism nor 
buy it off. All you can do is to stand up to it, 
fight it and prevent it winning. 

“I would use every economic power I have 
now to prevent war. I would not wait. I be- 
lieve that if the countries who have now come 
together for military purposes would organize 
their economic forces on right lines, we could 
save the world from bloodshed.” 

Yet at the Southport Labour Party con- 
ference he had eloquently urged that we 
should “pool the great resources of the 
world and then let our friends in the middle 
of Europe, Italy, and Japan know that we 
ar> not merely denouncing them, but offer- 
ing them something better than war, that 
we are offering them a place in the sun, 
show them that they can do more by the 
ways of peace than they can ever gain by 
the ways of war” ! 


a 


“Good Common Sense” 


V JHICH is the true voice of Ernest Bevin? 

More important still, which is the true 
voice of the Labour movement? 

For Bevin’s speech at Southport was fol- 
lowed by a statement that the Labour Party 
Executive was 100 percent behind him. 
That was as it should be, for the speech 
was, as Dr. Alfred Salter, MP, afterwards 
described it, “good internationalism and 
good socialism as well as good common 
sense.” 

Admittedly, the talk of resisting ag- 
gression has never been entirzly absent; 
and, on the other hand, Bevin’s latest pro- 
nouncement did include a reference to the 
need for countries which have now come 
together for military purposes to organize 
their economic forces on right lines. 

But the prime need is for Britain to stake 
everything on the policy of “ good common 
sense,” not to try to run it in harness with 
a policy of alliances and rearmament—just 
in case it doesn’t work. A hope was born 
at Southport that Labour was beginning to 
see this and was going to reshape its policy 
accordingly. 

Is that hope to be killed? Must we add 
yet another to the tragic list of opportuni- 
ties missed in the post-war years? The 
answer depends upon the leadcrs of the 
Labour Party. Let us hope they will! rise 
to the occasion. 


Patriotic Moneylenders 


"THE Government introduced a Bill during 

2 the week which will extend from 
£10,000,000 to £60,000,000 (exclusive of 
interest) the total credits which miz t be 
guaranteed under the applicable clause of 
the Export Guarantee Act passed earlier in 
the year. 

The chief object of these facilities is to 
provide the capital so that Poland, Turkey, 
Rumania and Greece can purchase arma- 
ments from this country. These crrange- 
ments are the outcome of the Government's 
policy of alliances. Reviewed in this rela- 
tionship it will be seen how dangerous that 
policy really is, and how far removed it is 
from the purpose of restoring peace, as some 
of its advocates describe it. 

It is interesting to compare, *~o, what the 
Sunday Express had to say last Sunday on 
wh: “You Can’t Conscript Capital.” The 
paper claimed that “ few people realize that 
capital is one of the things that cannot be 
controlled or conscripted by Governments ” 
and “ the more the tendency toward restric- 
tion, the more will capital tend to run 
away.” 

The London County Council issue of 
£7,500,000 a few days before secured hardly 
any public support and had to be almost 
entirely taken up by the underwriters. The 
difference: plenty of money can be found 
for the purpose of armaments, but there 
is little sympathy from the financiers for 
rehousing the slum population or adding to 
gcren Belt, unless the interest is very 

igh. 

The New Zealand Government, as well, 
has found it very hard to raise a loan in 


the City these last few weeks. Such is the 
stuff patriotism is made of. 


The Workers Pay 


HEN conscription was introduced the 

other month many Government sup- 
porters denied that it had been forced on 
us largely through France. 

M. Bonnet, the French Foreign Minister, 
over the weekend seems to have let the cat 
out of the bag, for he said, “ France’s efforts 
have facilitated the great sacrifice conscrip- 
tion means fdr the British people.” He 
thought co-operation between France and 
this country had become closer and more 
confident since the British people had seen 
the “rehabilitation” of the French workers. 

How many British workers have had a 
chance to judge what is happening in 
France themselves, apart from “paper 
talk” ? Ask a French worker or housewife 
what they think about rehabilitation! 

The cost of living, without a correspond- 
ing rise in wages—except through working 
excessively long hours on armament pro- 
duction—has gone up considerably since the 
breaking up of the Front Populaire, and in- 
dustrial reforms secured under the Blum 
régime have been jettisoned practically 
altogether in the interest of the war in- 
dustry. Daladier is virtually a dictator and 
controls the country now the Chamber is 
on vacation during the next four months. 

Another Foreign Secretary, M. Sarajoglu, 
spoke over the weekend, when he addressed 
the Turkish National Assembly, end de- 
clared that a war in Europe could not be 
localized today. With the increasing com- 
plexity of modern civilization no country 
can live unto itself, and the sooner this 
fact is generally realized the better. 


Danzig Suggestion 


"THE Prime Minister made an important 

statement in Parliament on Monday 
on the position of Britain in the German- 
Polish dispute over the Free City of 
Danzig. 

Mr. Chamberlain said that recent occur- 

rences in Danzig had inevitably given rise 
to fears that it was intended to settle her 
future status by unilateral action, organized 
by surreptitious methods, thus presenting 
Poland and other Powers with a fatt 
accompli. In such circumstances, he con- 
tinued, 
“any action taken by Poland to restore the 
situation would, it is suggested, be represented 
as an act of aggression on her part, and, if her 
action were supported by other Powers, they 
would be accused of aiding and abetting her in 
the use of force.” 

The Prime Minister then related how 
this country has guaranteed to assist 
Poland in a case of a clear threat to her 
independence, which any coup in Danzig 
would no doubt be construed to be. He 
had admitted earlier in the course of this 
statement that 
“racially, Danzig, is almost wholly a German 
city, but the prosperity of its inhabitants 
el to a very large extent. upon Polish 
raae. 


Mr. Chamberlain thought there was no 
oppression of the German population in 
the city because the administration was in 
German hands. Thus he managed to 
bolster up the Government’s case. 

The Prime Minister would have done 
much better had. he said that we recog- 


v 


nized the justification of some of Hitler’s 
demands, and were asking the International 
Court of Justice at The Hague to go 
thoroughly into the juridical issues in- 
volved in order to assist the British 
Government make constructive proposals 
to the Reich Government, which we 
hoped may prove a Satisfactory way out 
of the present deadlock. The old idea of 
eacn country trying to justify its actions by 
any kind of argument, however illogical, is 
pitiable and rather like putting the cart 
before the horse. 


Recruiting from Pulpits 


THE Bishop of Birmingham, Dr. Barnes, 

preaching at St. Paul’s Cathedral on 
Sunday night, said that Christian con- 
scientious objectors would never find life 
easy while nationalist feeling retained its 
present strength. 

This is true to marked extent, but the pacifist 
is encouraged to withstand any of the rebuffs 
of the outside world through the strength of 
his own convictions. Further, today, through 
the Peace Pledge Union, he has an opportunity 
of finding sympathy and support for his attitude, 
and an opportunity to direct his energies into 
corporate efforts, engendering a sense of com- 
radeship which compensates him for anything 
he may have lost elsewhere. 

The Bishop mentioned that certain Christian 
ministers are at the present time acting as 
recruiting officers, urging young men to fight for 
freedom and truth. Pacifists should try to get 
into touch with those in their locality acting in 
this way, and to attempt reasoning, showing how 
inconsistent they think such appeals are. 

While Dr. Barnes was preaching, an attempt 
to justify war was being made by the Rev. Pat 
McCormick from the pulpit of St. Martin-in-the- 
Fields. 

Admitting that “pacifism must come some 
time,” he nevertheless claimed that this was an 
“unredeemed world,” in which circumstances 
might arise in which it was the duty of the 
Christian to set scruples aside and serve the 
State in time of war. 

It is true that Dr. Barnes himself had urged 
Christian pacifists “to join in efforts designed 
to protect women and children and the sick and 
the aged should war come,” but he advocated 
that rather as a humane duty than as a Service 
to the State in war-time. Doubtless he would 
fully respect the convictions of those numerous 
pacifists who feel that the mere preparation for 
relief of war-time suffering is itself increasing 
the nation’s readiness for war and, consequently, 
the possibility of the war machine going into 
action. 

But for the Rev. Pat McCormick to declare 
that “The Christian is a citizen and must obey 
the State and prepare to go to war even though 
he knows that war is un-Christian ” was a very 
different matter. It ignores, as one of our 
numerous correspondents on the subject points 
out, that “the Christian is primarily (spiritually) 
a citizen of God's kingdom and must obey God's 
law: ‘Thou shalt not kill’." 

Another correspondent points out that if par- 
ticipation in an un-Christian act is justified in 
the case of war, because to act as a Christian 
seems impracticable, daily life provides many 
more such situations. “If we must push it 
(Christianity) on one side for the State, surely 
we must push it aside for the family,” he writes. 

Perhaps the _ illogical position of Mr. 
McCormick and others who adopt his attitude, 
is due to their anxiety not to preach a 
seemingly impracticable religion. But if the 
Church ceased to worry for a while about con- 
sequences and whether its message was too hard 
to live up to, people might take more notice of 
the precepts of its Founder. 


* 


This commentary, in common with other 
contributions appearing in “Peace News,” 
must not be assumed necessarily to repre- 
sent the views of the Peace Pledge Union. 
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